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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE 

Addreſſed to the 
Roman-Catholic G ENTRY 
and LAIT V 


O F 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


l E Errand of this Addreſs is 


n 1 
i. | 


LESS to recommend to your ſerious 
— II Peruſal a ſhort Treatiſe com- 
po ſed by one of the ableſt Di- 
vines your Church ever had to 
* boaſt of, the excellent ERAS- 
MUS, who, for Piety, Wiſdom, and Learning, 
hath had few Equals in am Church. 

The Author's Drift in this littie Piece is to 
ſhew, that no Perſon whatever ought, upon 
any Pretence, to be excluded from, or reſtrain- 
ed in reading and ſtudying the holy Scrip - 
tures: What his Arguments and Reaſons are, 
you will here ſee, and to theſe J refer you. 

B How 
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How his Opinion touching this Matter may 
agree with the preſent Face of your Church, I 
am doubtful; not becauſe I am unacquainted 
with the Canons of Trent, or wholly a Stranger 
to the Catholic Inſtructions of your Divines 
and Confeſſors; but becauſe I know that while 
the Buſineſs of making Converts is ſo much 
the Care of your Priefts in England, and while 
they. have their Eyes ſo much upon what may 
ſcandalize their halting Proſelytes, it is very 
difficult to foreſee what peculiar Points of 
Faith, Doctrine, or Worſhip; imputed to your 


Church, they may think fit to own, or what 
Particulars they may be-commiſſioned to re- 


lax and diſpenſe with to ſerve a preſent Exi- 
gence. | | 
It would not therefore ſurprize me, if theſe 
Men ſhould tell ſome Sorts of you, who may 
not be abſolutely inſlaved to their Dictates, 
and who, at the ſame Time, may not know, 
that this Preface of Eraſinus is wholly expunged 
in the Spaniſb Expurgatory Index, that the Con- 
tents of it are highly reaſonable, and entirely 
agreeable to the Senſe and Spirit of your own. 
Church. © ee RR.» OBTy 
If any of you, whoſe good Senſe and libe- 
ral Minds make them capable Judges: of the 
Subject, (and ſome ſugh I have the Satisfac- 
tion to know among you) ſhould find them in 
this Humour, be ſo good as to take them at 
their Word; And whether you have Zheir 
Conſent or not, it will ſurely become you, 
with a Doctor on your Side, of more Weight 
than a thouſand puny School-Declaimers of the 
Size and Education of your common Prieſts, 
I | not 
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yourſelves, but to emancipate, as far as your 
Influence will reach, all your Dependants and 
Acquaintance from the unmanly and perni- 
cious Dread of touching a Book, where only 
are the Words of eternal Lifſe. 

Take, for once, the Advice of this great 
Man; read the Word of God with cool Heads, 
ſingle Hearts, and mortified Affections; If 
you there: find the diſtinguiſhing Tenets of 
your own Church verified and ſupported, in 
the Name of God abide by them ; -If, on the 
other Side, you by that Light diſcover Er- 
rors, Frauds, or Corruptions either in your 
own or any other Communion, renounce them 
with all your Hearts, and bear your Teſtimony 
againſt them. | | 

But while I am thus recommending Since- 
rity to you, it would ill become me to diſ- 
ſemble my Confidence, that ſo many of you 
as ſhall purſue the Directions of this truly wiſe 
and pious Maſter of Chriſtian Theology, will, 
to a Man, join yourſelves to ſome PROTES- 


Member of the Eſtabliſned Church of Eng- 
land, will I conceal my ardent Wiſhes, that 
your Choice may fall upon that Society of 
Chriſtians in particular: in this, however, fit 
it is you ſhould judge for yourſelves ; but, at 


all Events, make CHRIST and his Apeſlles the 
important Affair of Religion. | 
great Inducement with Eraſmus to propoſe 


opening the Book of God to all Ranks of Peo- 
| 3 ple, 


not only to afſert this Chriſtian Privilege to 


TANT Congregation ; nor, being myſelf a 


Originals of whatever you think and do in the 


You will - obſerve, Gentlemen, that one 
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ple, was the Ignorance and Corruption of the 
cclefiaſtics of his Time: In accommodating 
this Conſideration to your own Caſe now, you 
will, no Doubt, perceive ſome Difference in 
Reſpe& both of your foreign and domeſtic 
Clergy : The Romiſb Clergy abroad have, much 
to their Honour, got quit of the Reproach of 
a groſs Ignorance of every Thing but School- 
Syſtems and Ari/totelic Subtilties z but, if grave 
and impartial Writers of your own Religion 
may be credited, they are, in Morals, as looſe 
and ſecular as ever: The Popiſh Cletgy in 
England give leſs Scandal in their Lives and 
Manners, but conſidered as Scholars, and par- 
ticularly Divines, are ignorant to Amazement, 
In theſe Circumſtances both the one Sort and 
the other muſt find their old Account in keep- 
ing the Scriptures from vulgar Examination : 
and ſo give this particular Reaſon of Zraſmus 
for your applying to them yourſelves, all the 
Force it ever had. | N 
But having opened this Proſpect to you, it 
cannot be expected you will let us cloſe it 
when, and at what Point we would; you will 
be for looking beyond the Pale of your own 
Church for Nepotiſts, Pluraliſts, Simoniſts, Non- 
Reſidents, ambitious, covetous, contentious, 
ignorant, vicious and careleſs Paſtors. And, 
no Doubt, you will find Numbers of them a- 
mong us: not indeed fo naturally intailed (as 
is the Caſe in your Church) upon the particy- 
lar Forms and Conſtitution of the Church of 
England, as Hangers-on in every Church-Eſta- 
bliſhment of any long Continuance, on the 


But, 
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ercion of the civil Power, even of a pe 
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- But, however, as your Eyes will not be {6 
much on the different Reaſons we have to give 
for this Depravity in ow Clergy, as upon the 
Fact itſelf, it will be Time for us to prepare 
for your Queſtion, which I ſuppoſe will be 
this: What ſhall we gain by coming over 
* to you?” RE IA 
Iwill tell you, Gentlemen, what you will 
gain: You will gain your Chriſtian Liberty. 
The Miniſters of the Church of England, what- 
ever they are in themſelves, cannot poſſibly be 
the leaſt Incumbrance upon the free Study of 
the Scriptures ; our civil Conſtitution will not 
E. them to interfere with the People in 
o tender a Point. It is not indeed any Wa 
their Intereſt: In the Doctrines of our Ch 
there is Nothing to hide or diſguiſe ; The Per- 
ſons of our Eccleſiaſtics, not only for groſſer 
Scandals and Immoralities, but for the leaſt 
Miſdemeanours, are as much under the Co- 
tty Con- 
ſtable, as the Laity ; ſo that it would ſignify 
Nothing to them to keep the =, a0 out of 
Sight, by way of preventing any Cenſure upon 
themſelves or their DoCtrines, He 
Other Kinds of Corruption, ſuch as Com- 
mendams, Pluralities, Diſpenſations, &c. c. &c. 
Spots and Blemiſhes which came out from 
ou, and are of you, and upon which the 
w of the Land, to the Sorrow of all good 
Men, lays. fo little Reſtraint, are not how- 
pretended to be countenanced by the 
Goſpel, or. legitumated by the ſacred Dig- 
nity of Orders; and if cheſe Things were to 
be duly limited, or, in four Caſes in, e 


very 
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five even wholly inhibited by a wiſe Law, I 
do not know one ſenſible and diſintereſted 
Proteſtant in the Nation, who would not 
think both the Clergy and People much the 
better for it. What Alteration the Plenitude 
of the Papal Power and Supremacy, and the 
Exemptions of your Churchmen under theſe 
wide reading Wings, make in all this, it is 
ſuperfluous to remark. 

Some of this, you will ſay, concerns you or 
your Prieſts in England very little ; here then 
1s ſomething that concerns both you and them 
more. The Youth that are educated among 
us for the Miniſtry, if they fall into good 
Hands, are not only permitted, but aſſiſted 
and incouraged to purſue their Studies through 
every Branch of liberal Science ; to read Con- 
troverſies on all Subjects; to write and diſ- 
courſe freely on thoſe Subjects; to learn the 
Senſe of by-paſt Ages, different Sects, and 
different Men on the Scriptures: By theſe 
Means, if they make a good Uſe of their 
Time, they gain an extenſive Knowledge, a 
free Courſe of Thought, a candid Turn of 
Mind, an amiable Caſt of Converſation, be- 
come able Explainers of the Word of God, a- 
greeable Companions for Perſons of the beſt 
Senſe and Faſhion, and good Examples to all 
Ranks of People. | 

If, on the other Hand, for Want of able, 
unprejudiced or diligent Teachers, or through 
their own Perverſeneſs, Idleneſs or Incapacity 
they miſpend their Time, or miſemploy their 
Talents, and bring Nothing with them from 
School, or College, but Habits of Vice N 

* * 
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Loitering, an ignorant Zeal, or an empty Pride, 
they meet with a ſuitable Reception. Few a- 
mong us ſcruple to laugh at a Pedant, a Cox- 
comb, a Fop, a Blockhead, or a Bigot, mere- 
ly becauſe he is in Orders: A vicious Sot, or 
a lewd Brawler in a Gown, however he crept 
into it, or keeps it on his Back, is treated, for 
ought ever I could learn, with as little Ref 

or Ceremony as a Tinker or Pedlar of the like 
Behaviour ; and this without the leaſt Offence 
to the pious Chriſtian, other than what is taken. 
at the Man himſelf, and without any other 
Damage to true Religion, than what the To- 
leration of unfit Men in the Miniſtry may oc- 
caſion any where. 

Very different 1s all this with you ; the Po- 
iſh Prieſts that are diſperſed over England a- 
ong with every Chance of bad Diſpoſitions, 
bad Habits, and natural Incapacities common 
to all Sorts of Men, are deprived of the Ad- 
vantages of improving better Talents by the 
Nature and Train of their Education; they 
are cramped and confined in their Studies a- 
broad, with a ſole View to the . Englip Miſ- 
ion; prohibited every Book but what carries 
the moſt exceptionable Parts of your Super- 
ſtition to the moſt extravagant Height, kept 
in a blind Veneration for, and Obedience to 
the Pope, the Church, and their reſpective 
Superiors, and ſent over to this Country as 
great Bigots, and, in Reſpect of any uſeful 
Knowledge, as great Dunces as the meaneſt 
of their Flock *. This 

* For Proof of this it is ſufficient to appeal to their Per- 


formances, It cannot be ſuppoſed the Papiſts many | 
| | their 
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This is bad enough, but it is not the worſt; 
for whatever the Men themſelves are in Head 
or in Heart, you, Gentlemen, muſt receive 
them, live with them, bear with them, cringe 
to them, and pay them all the Homage and 
Deference that is due to, and a great deal 
more than would be expected by the Wife 
and the Worthy. 

Many of our People greatly Wonder, that 
ſo many ſenſible Perſons among you ſhould 
pay all this Regard to Men of this Character, 
and the rather, as it ſeems to be no Grievance 
to you, inaſmuch as you frequently reproach 
the Proteſtant Laity with their Indifference to 
their Church and Clergy: But fo wonder not 
1; you think, no Doubt, to find your princi- 
pal Account in the Services of this Kind of 
Operators; they are the fitteſt Tools in the 
World, to lead captive filly Women, and 
illiterate Meh, laden with divers Luſts. In 
theſe vile and wicked Arts no Man of Learn- 
ing and Probity would waſte his Time, or pro- 
ſtitute his Abilities: In the mean while the 
Nonſenſe of your preſent Prieſts (to bor- 
row an Expreſſion of King Charles II.) ſuits 
the Nonſenſe of the Vulgar; and for the Reſt, 
a prudent Lay- man, who is not within hearing 
of the Dquifition, injoys much Convenience 
in having no wiſer Men to direct his Con. 


their w ⁰ r Hands in writing for the Cauſe: And if the 
Catholic Chriſtian inflrufed, the Dialogues between Archi- 
bal and Timothy, Paſquin and Marforio, the Dunkirk and 
Luxembourg Dialogues, Fc. Cc. come from their 5%; 
it is not hard to gueſs at' the Bran by the Scent and Hue 
of the Flour, 
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ſcience, and intrude into his Concerns, of which 
ſome notable Inſtances might be given. 

We are told, That, in the Papers of Sbel- 
« gon, Superior of the Feſuits, ſeized in No- 
c vember 1745, there are Proofs of Commands 
<« being obeyed, when Gentlemen of the firſt. 
e Rank, and their Chaplains, have both been 
« averſe to a Separation, and that none are 
& allowed to chuſe their own Prieſts, nor re- 
« tain them longer than is agreeable to the 
«& Pleaſure of the Superior.“ Enquiry into the 

Behaviour of our great Church-Men, p. 20. 
II this be Fact, all Appearances are eaſily 
ſolved. They who think fit to ſubmit to theſe 
Commands (and all it ſeems who will have 
Chaplains muſt ſubmit to them) will of Courſe 
tender all exterior Reverence to thoſe venerable 
Spies upon their Conduct, at the ſame Time 
that they will be upon their Guard to the ut- 
termoſt, even with the Chaplains they may 
like beſt, and be extremely cautious how they 
put the leaſt Confidence in Men, who, they 
know, are under a prior Obligation to betray 
them, whenever the Superior calls for an Ac- 
count of their Clerical Labours, or (what in- 
deed is ten Times more their Buſineſs in Exę- 
land) their ſecular Remarks. 

In theſe Circumſtances we may blame you, 
but ought not to be ſo much ſurprized at you 
for attempting to introduce a French Govern- 
ment, if you have any Hopes that it would 
bring along with it the Freedom of the Gal. 
lican Church; your wily Directors have put a 
Yoke upon you, which the freer Frenchmen 
deſpiſe and diſdain, and which muſt be the 
C more 


* 


4 

A PRELIMINARY 

more inſupportable and reproachful, for being 
worn in a Land of Liberty, 

But however you are ſupplied with them, 
it is probable ſome of you will urge your Ob- 
jections to the free and unlimited Study of the 
Scriptures, from Conſiderations independent 
of your particular Deference for your Teach- 
ers; and to theſe, on the Behalf of the Author 
we are recommending to 5 it is fit we 
reply. 

The capital Argument in your Church for 
with-holding the Scriptures from the People 
is, That the unreſtrained Reading of them 
« occalions Hæreſies, Sects and Schiſms; 
e great Inconvenience to the Church in gene- 
ral, and great Scandal to pious Chriſtians, 
$6 zealous for Truth and Unity in particular ; 
that this Liberty hath made Way for the 
« impious and audacious Attempts of Infidels 
to ſubvert Chriſtianity itſelf: and conſe- 
& quently that nothing can be good, which is 
0 naturally productive of ſo much Evil.” 

To this, the Divines of our Church have 
contented themſelves with anſwering, That 
(howeyer it comes about) your hurch is 
as much ſubject to theſe Hæreſies and 
Schiſms as our own: and appeal to the 
Hiſtory of Janſeniſm, of the immaculate Con- 
ception, and others; and obſerve, that theſe 
Diviſions in a Church pretending to Infallibi- 
lity, hath occaſioned as much Infidelity, and 
a cruder Sort of Atheiſm, than is to be found 
among us; which is particularly true in T 
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But this Way of Recrimination, though it 


may ſtop Mens Mouths for the preſent; yet, 
I own, in the preſent Cale is not ſatisfactory 
to me: Theſe Diviſions among you certainly 
ariſe from reading either the Scriptures or 
ſomething elſe, which your Church-Leaders 
would, I ſuppoſe, ſuppreſs if they could: 
And though they can never ſucceed in wholly 
ſuſpending Mens Inquiries, yet (if the ſecret- 
ing and prohibiting Methods be the beſt Way 
to promote true Chriſtian Edification) ſo far 
as they can procure the Church's ſimple Dic- 
tate to take Place without Examination, they 
will certainly be righter in taking away the 
Key of Knowledge, than we in leaving the 

Door open. F 
This being granted then, the true Queſtion 
to be decided is, Whether this unlimited Li- 
berty of feading the Scriptutes be really hurt- 
ful to the Intereſts of Chriſtianity, or per- 
nicious to the Welfare of the true Churck of 
Chriſt? that Church into which Proteſtants 
pretended, at leaſt, to tetreat when they left 
yours + For the Intereft and Welfare of any o- 
tber Church either does not, or ſhould not 
concern thoſe to whom this Objection is made. 
We may therefore ſafely allow, that this Li- 
berty of Reading hath in Fact produced a 
Sort of Men, called by ſome of us, and all of 
you, Sectaries and Schiſmatics, and even Infi- 
dels — that it hath” occafioned Diviſions and 
Controverhics, which, in ſeveral Countries, 
have had but an' unftiendly Aſpect towards 
the Church there 'eſtabliſhed whatever it i8: 
In particular, it hath thrown us here in Eng- 
17 EF STI CyY yy C 25 24 9 land 
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land into Circumſtances which you, Gentlemen, 
injoy with great Exultation, hoping, no doubt, 
that our Diviſions and Convulſions will, in 
due Time, make an Opening large enough 
for you and yours, Stateſmen and Church- 
men, one and all, to enter in and take Poſſeſ- 
ſion ; ſo alſo are ſome among us diſpoſed to 


think, whoſe Courage and Underſtanding up- 


on other Occaſions need no Voucher. 


And ſo far indeed I can come into this No- 
tion, as to believe that whenever our Iniqui- 


ties, either as a Church, or a civil Society, arc} 
full, the Vengeance cannot be executed by ſe- 
verer Inſtruments than a Pope, and a Prince 

in his Dependance. „ 
here is too in the Spirit of Popery ſome- 
thing extremely proper to chaſtiſe our pecu- 
liar Follies and Iniquities, in the Fore- front of 
which I reckon our Likeneſs to you in ſo ma- 
ny Reſpects: Our Neglect and Contempt o 
the ſolid Edification of Chriſt's Houſhold for 
the Sake of a few Forms of no real Uſe, and 
of not much Significance; our fierce Conten 
tion for Rights and Powers which quench the 
Spirit, and diſappoint the Influence of true 
_ Chriſtianity z our Incouragement, and eve 
Courtſhip of you, whoſe Religion is at utte 
Enmity with all moral Principles, and eve 
with the common Senſe of Mankind; ov 
diſcouraging wiſe, able and upright Men on]; 
for being farther removed from you ; and b 
all this ſtrange Conduct affording you Oppor 
tunities you never could otherwiſe have had 
of ſpreading your Poiſon through the Land 
and alienating the Minds of unthinking "__ 
| 10 
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from the beſt and wiſeſt Princes with which 
the Throne of Britain was ever filled. 

Theſe indeed are Follies and Iniquities 
which, in a natural Courſe of Things, ſeem 
to point you out for our Chaſtiſers; but foraſ- 
much as neither you nor we have a Key to 
the Methods and Operations of the Divine 
Providence, (which, as we learn from many 
ſignal Records and Facts often brings about its 
Ends by the moſt unlikely Means) even theſe 
unpromiſing and hopeleſs Appearances, may, 
for ought either of us know, be more imme- 
diately generating the Fall of BABYLON 
ce the Great, the Mother of * Catamites, and 
e Abominations of the Earth.” 

For be not deceived, Gentlemen, theſe Cir- 
cumſtances of Diſagreement among us, ariſing 

from the free Study of the Scriptures, with 
all thoſe untoward Conſequences, at which you 
' rejoice, and better Chriſtians lament, may not 
have at the Bottom any Tendency at all in 
your Favour; and as this is a Matter of great 

Importance, give me Leave to examine it 
with a little Particularity, beginning witng 

The Deiſtical Scheme of diſcrediting Chri- 
ſtianity, of which you hope to reap the Fruits, 
by its driving Men to the Neceſſity of recur- 

ring to the Repoſe of an infallible Judge. 

What other People may apprehend from 
this, I know not; for my own Part, I have 


as yet ſeen no Effects of theſe Infidel-Per- 


* See Fo/eph Scalige“s Note on Reo? xvii. 5. where he 


- ſhews that wpruy ſhould be thus accented, and rendered 
by Catamites. i 


formances, 
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formances, which can tempt me to wiſh, that 
their Authors had ſpared themſelyes the Pains 
of writing, or us the Mortification of reading 
their Books. et 133 
Wbo that hath examined and conſidered the 
current Learning on the collective Evidence 
for Chriſtianity ariſing from Prophecy and 
Miracles, as it ſtood a Century and a half a- 

go, would want the e of our 
Bentley, handler, Sherlock, | arburton, Jortin, i 
Chapman, Conybeare, Leland, and an hundred 
more, on the poor Condition of being rid of a 
Collins, a Tindal, a Morgan, or a Chub —The 
laſt of whom, as appears by his poſthumous 
Works, died mumbling a Thiſtle he, could 
neither digeſt nor ſwallow, and left a deplo- 
rable Inſtance to his ſurviving Coadjutors, 
how nearly their Berl Magazines were 

drayn to the very Dregs. N 
In the ſeveral Diſtreſſes to. which theſe Men 
have been reduced by the great, Lights of the 
Froteſtant Churches, it is no obſcure or pre- 
carious Surmiſe, that they have received, and 
are ſtill receiying, conſiderable Aſſiſtance from 
the Popiſh. Prieſts, of the Eugiiſʒ Myſton : It is 
notorious, that the Deiſts have taken into their 
Pay the tattered Regiments, heretofore im- 
ployed by your bigotted Churchmen to ruin 
me Wee L. 5 order to 
Plant their reſpectable. Legends and Decretals in 
their Room: Pen Kats ng to rea Lhe. 2 
fidelity is ſowing; and in this Expectation, is 
it ſurprizing that Popiſb Engineers ſhould. ap- 
Priſe the /yfidels of the Uſe of their ge ety 
ms, 
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Arms, and even, on proper Occaſions, play 
their Artillery for them? 
The Ends, indeed, they ſeverally drive at, 
look much aſquint at each other from oppo- 
ſite Quarters; the one being to reduce Man- 
kind to Chains and Slavery; the other to 
break down the moſt reaſonable Fences of So- 
ciety, and to turn the human Species looſe 
and wild; in Oppoſition to both theſe Pro- 
jects the Light and Strength of divine Reve- 
lation is on either Hand an unſhaken Barrier, 
in the Demolition of which both Parties find 
their Reaſons to concur, each, probably, in 
the mean Time eſteeming the other the Dupes 
of their own Policy. 
That your Emiſſaries are nom actually im- 
ployed in the Execution of this Convention 
there is one remarkable Circumſtance of Proof. 
The Deiſts, from the Time they gave an Ac- 
count of their Riſe and Growth, affected to 
complain of the civil Magiſtrate, with broad 
lInſinuations of what great Things they could 
bring forth, if this Bug-bear were out of the 
Way, or if he would hold his Hand; His 
Fand he held; ſtill they went on in the ſame 
Strain of Complaint, without one Stripe from 
the Rod of civil Power (that I can remember) 
except what fell upon Woolſton for crude Blaſ- 
1 phemies of the groſſeſt Kind. But all of a 
- WE ſudden in one or two of their laſt Pamphlets, 
particularly aimed at the Authority of the 
| 
3 


Scriptures, the Language 1s altered, and we 

are ſurprized with ſtrained and fulſome Com- 

pliments on the Liberty of the GEORGIAN 

Age; an inſulting Sneer! abſolutely 8 
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ral from the Pen of an ingenuous Deiſt, who, 
ſecure of his own dear Perſon and Prope 

would content himſelf with the Privilege of 
venting his Imaginations, without alarming. 
the waſpiſh Bigots, by too glaring a Proſpect 
of the Lenity of the Prince, who permitted 
it; An Inſult, however, quite characteriſtic, 
and extremely adapted to the Purpoſes of the 
Popiſh Prieſt, as ſerving to remind the Grum- 
blers and Diſaffected of the much greater Dig- 
nity and Benefits of a Jacobite Government, 
where Nothing would be ſuffered to ſee the 
Light but ſtaunch and orthodox Poſitions. 

On this Occaſion I cannot paſs by a late 
pleaſant Contretemps of one of theſe Knights of 
the double Face, which hath by no Means 
turned to the Account either of his real or his 
borrowed Cauſe. 

ThisWriter having opened his Caſe with what 
Mr. Warburton very properly calls the common 
Dog-trot of Infidelity, was unluckily, one hardly 
knows how, brought in View of Dr. Middle- 
ton's Introductory Diſcourſe and Four Queries: 
The poor Man could keep his Patience no 
longer, off flew the Maſk, and to it he went 
with all the little Quibbles he could pick up 
to maul this irreverend Demoliſher of oral 
Tradition. [See A Letter to Gilbert Weſt Eſq; - 
&c. printed for Dodſley 1748. ] | 

The Advantages, Gentlemen, gained by 
all this to Chriſtianity in general, and the Pro- 
teſtant Religion in particular, are conſiderable; 
In the firſt Place, by the Labours of theſe able 
Men, which the Cavils of the Deiſts have 
made neceſſary, and which we might 8 

wiſe 
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wiſe have wanted, new Lights are ſtruck out 
upon the grand Diſpenſation of God in his 
Revelations to Mankind ; and new Evidence 
hath accrued to the Authenticity of the Re- 
cords which have conveyed the Accounts of 
theſe Revelations to us. In the next Place, 
the Management of the Controverſy on the 
Infidel Side, by Aids and Arguments borrow- 
ed from Popery, have ſhewn us, that the Deiſt- 
ical Scheme being incompatible with the Na- 
ture and Condition of the human Kind, as a- 
bundantly appears by their whole Hiſtory, 
there is no other Event to be looked for from 
it, but a final Recourſe to a living, infallible 
Judge: To which the Improvements of Sci- 
ence, 'and the Decay of ancient Prejudices are 
daily rendering the intelligent and ſober Part 
of the World more and more averſe : The 
Conſequence is, that you have none to reckon 


on among us but the profiizate and the igno- 


rant, who, aſſure yourſelves, never brought 
any ſubſtantial Strength to the Party they took 
Occaſion to join. 

Our Diſputes with the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
(another of theſe ill Effects aſcribed to the free 
Study of the Scriptures,) do not indeed open 
ſo immediate a Proſpect of planting your 
Faith among us; inaſmuch as both Parties, 
whatever Objections they make to each other, 
agree in ſtrenuouſly diſowning and reprobat- 
ing your diſtinguiſhing Tenets ; you are not, 
however, here it ſeems without Comfort, in 
the plain Proof, that the Diſpoſitions of the 
ſeveral Combatants towards each other, will 
not ſuffer them to exert themſelves in Concert 
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againſt you, which muſt of Conſequence 


weaken the Proteſtant Cauſe. Hitherto in- 
deed this hath been the Conſequence, and ſin- 
cere Proteſtants on all Sides have heartily la- 
mented it; but even from hence ariſe ſome 
fair Gleams of Hope, that we are gaining an 
Advantage by the Diſpute, which, by God's 

Providence, may in due Time give the 
Coup de Grace to all Remains of Credit, which 
your Superſtition hath left among us. $ 

And that is the Diſcovery of ſuch exception- 
able Parts of our Ecclefiaftical Eſtabliſhment, 
as are ſaid and thought to bear too near a Re- 
femblance to your ſuperfluous and ſuperſtitious 
Inſtitutions, and of which your own Writers 
have occaſionally, but with no great Policy, 
reminded us. 

The zealous Champions of the diſſenting 
Cauſe, provoked by the peeviſh Contumely of 
the hot Men on our Side, have indeed object- 
ed ſeveral Things to the Church of England, 
ſo unreaſonable as even to diſguſt the ſober, 
moderate, and judicious Part of their own 
Communions; but they have alfo objected 
many others, ſo important and to the Purpoſe, 
as, in their Turn, to leave deep Impreſſions, 
with many pious and upright Men, of our 
own Clergy. 

Among theſe unreaſonable Objections T 
reckon the Reproach, that much of our Com- 
mon-Prayer is borrowed from your Miſſals ; 
whereas they well know, that we juſtify No- 
thing in it by any ſuch Precedents, but ap- 
peal, for our liturgical Matters, to the earlier 
Forms and Cuſtoms of the Chriſtian Church 


ſup- 
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ſuppoſed to be free from thoſe Imputations 
we lay at your Door. i 

But however, if having ſaid this in our 
Defence, it ſhould be ſuggeſted, that there 
are Particulars in our Service or Diſcipline 
that are, unſcriptural, or otherwiſe grievous 
and edi. to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, 
it ſhould ſeem that we can carry this Kind of 
Apology no farther; We do not pretend to 
ſay, the ancient Fathers, or the Churches in 
their Government, were infallible ; and where 
they were manifeſtly wrong in their Forms, 
Doctrines, or Practices, fit it is that here we 
ſhould leave them. Why then do not the 
Diſſenters put their Objection upon this ſingle 
Bottom? The Reaſon 1s plain ; they are them- 
ſelves yet in the Cloud of this primitive Preju- 
dice, and ready enough to appeal to the Au- 
thority of the Fathers, when a particular Point 
requires it. 

And this indeed is the true Secret of the 
bitter Variance which hath ſo long divided the 
Proteſtant Churches in England: Both Sides 
have appealed to Fathers, who have accord- 
ingly juſtified both, whilit neither of the Ap- 
ellas ſeem to haye conſidered, that, other 
Circumſtances being equal, ſuch a Contrariety 
of Authorities afford the beſt Argument ima- 
ginable for ſetting them all aſide. 
But, Bleſſed be God, the free Study of the 
Scriptures is now wearing off this common 
Prepoſſeſſion apace. The ſucceſſive Labours 
of Daille, Le Clerc, Barbeyrac, Whitby and Mid- 
dleton, have inſenſibly diſcredited this implicit 
and indiſcriminate Veneration for the Fathers; 
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and by ſhewing us the Men and their Com- 
munication, have given us a truer Eſtimate of 
their Uſe and Value; and on this are founded 
the Hopes I expreſſed above, that the Period 
may be at no great Diſtance, when Proteſtants 
will apply to the Fountain- head, and waſh a- 
way every Stain and Superfluity that ſticks to 
their Worſhip, their Doctrine, or their Diſci- 
pline, by the pure and living Waters of the 
Goſpel. | 
T he juſt Sentiments and Chriſtian Spirit of 
many of our eminent Churchmen, though for 
the preſent perhaps controuled by the contrary 
Tempers and Prejudices of a Majority; yet 
ſeem to promiſe a ſpeedy Succeſſion of candid 
and equitable Men in the Church, conſiderable 
enough to recommend an impartial Reviſion 
of our Eccleſiaſtical Affairs to thoſe, who have 
proper Authority to promote and incourage 
it ; and whenever that happy Day ſhall come 
(for which Numbers of good Chriſtians offer 
up their daily Supplications to God, from 
whom all holy Deſires, all good Counſels, and 
all juit Works do proceed) aſſure yourſelves, 
Gentlemen, the Harveſt of your Prieſts can- 
not laſt long. Their ſole Advantages conſiſt 
in the Ignorance, the Immorality and Divi- 
ſions of our People; And theſe, a firmer U- 
nion of Proteſtants, a more early and effectual 
Inſtruction in good Principles; and all due In- 
couragement given to Virtue, Integrity and 
Induſtry (the great Ends propoſed by the Re- 


gulations in queſtion) would certainly take 
out of their Hands. 
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After all, you may perhaps tell me, that I 
am reckoning without my Hoſt, and that, 
proceding all along upon the Suppoſition of 
your being prohibited the Uſe of the Scrip- 
tures, I am ſhamefully caught in my Igno- 
rance of your Circumſtances; you will fay, 
that Papiſts have the Scriptures in the Lan- 
guage of the ſeveral Countries where they re- 
fide, and conſequently that you have them in 
Engliſh. 

But you will be pleaſed, Gentlemen, to re- 
flect, that it is the laſt Caſe only, viz. that of 
Engliſb Papiſts that I am now conſidering ; in 
which you are to be taken with ſuch Limita- 
tions as Men diſpatched out of the Schools and 
Convents of the Feſuits, (who have principal- 
ly the Care of the Enghſp Miſſion) think fit 
to put upon theſe your Privileges. 

In the laſt Century a Tranſlation of the 
New Teſtament (commonly called The Verſion 
of Mons) was publiſhed by the Gentlemen of 
Port- Royal. The beſt Scholars and Judges in 
France approved it, and ſtill uſe it. But as 
thoſe Tranſlators were highly obnoxious to 
the Jeſuits, the latter took all Occaſions to rail, 
write and preach againſt this Verſion with all 
that virulent Declamation, which they think 
fit to call, Antiberetical Eloguence. But as in 
all theſe Controverſies theſe zealous Fathers 
have had with that learned Society, they have 
been moſt ſhametully baffled, ſo in this more 
remarkably *. The Verſion kept its Ground, 
and keeps it to this Day. 


* See Critique Generale de * Hifteire du Calviniſm. 
I will 
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I will now, Gentlemen, depend upon your 
Candor for an Anſwer to the. following Que- 
ries : Moſt of the Exgliſb Gentry of your Com- 
munion, undoubtedly underſtand the French 
Tongue: Is thea this Verſion permitted to be 
freely uſed and read among you? Have yau 
any accurate and fair Engli/b Tranflation of it 
for the Uſe of thoſe who do not underſtand 
the French ? Is it ſo much as known to above 
one in ten of you that there is ſuch a Verſion 


at all? Have you any Engliſh Tranſlation, but 


in ſuch Circumſtances as Mr. Serces hath de- 
ſcribed in his Book called Popery an Enemy to 
Scripture ? Or are the Scriptures in any Lan- 
guage allowed to be read and ſtudied among 


= without the Directions, and out of the 


ye of your Chaplains and Confeſſors? In one 


| Word, are not all the Verſions now permitted 


among you modelled (as the Vulgate Latin by 
the Care of Sixtus V. and Clement VIII.) to 
the Decrees of the Council of Trent ? 

Your Prieſts, indeed, with an - Aſſurance 
that ſupplies the Place of all other Talents, 
have attempted to retort upon Proteſtants this 


Charge of miſtranſlating, miſquoting and mold- 


ing the Scriptures to favout what they pleaſe 
themſelves with calling their Hæreſies; but ſure- 
ly a vainer Undertaking never came into any 
Mens Heads; the whole World is Witneſs, that 
the Eugliſb Proteſtant Divines never ſcruple to 
find Fault with their own authorized Tranſlation, 
whenever it appears to deviate from the ge- 
nuine Senſe of the Original: They have been 
more than commonly induſtrious to collect all 
the various Readings of the ſeveral MSS. M 
3 - os 
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the Scriptures which could be come at ; and, 
among others, have collated all the ancient 
Copies of the Latin Vulgate they could meet 


with: They ſcruple not to propoſe conjeftural . 


Emendations of the Text, where the Senſe and 
Subject Matter ſeem to require it; and that 
none of this is done with a ſiniſter View of 
making Way for their own peculiar Opinions, 
appears by their frequent, public and repeated 
Invitations to Scholars of all Degrees and De- 
nominations to publiſh ſuch Obſervations up- 
on the Scriptures, as may have occurred to 
them in the Courſe of their Studies: And it 
is nom one great Article of the Reviſal I have 
mentioned above, that we may have a ſtill 
more accurate Verſion of the Scriptures for the 
Uſe and Inſtruction of our common People. 
If any the like laudable and ingenuous En- 
deavours to open and explain the Word of 
God, have been uſed by learned Men of your 
Communion abroad (which indeed is not to 
be denied) would it not become you, Gentle- 
men, to enjoy the good Example, to avail 
yourſelves of the Fruits of their Labours at 
leaſt, if you undervalue, deſpiſe, or ſuſpect 
thoſe of Proteſtants ; and to do that for your- 
ſelves, which your preſent Priefts cannot, will 
not, or dare not do for you, and for that Rea- 
_— perſuade you ought not to be done 
at all ? 
A little Acquaintance with the modern Hiſ- 


which you cannot do ſo well, as by a frequent 


and 


tory of your own Church would convince you, 
how neceſſary it is to quality yourſelves to be 
your own Judges in Matters of Religion, 
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and unbiaſſed Reading of the Word of God. 
The Tramontane Doctors, in treating of the 
Pope's Authority, meet with little Regard in 
France; the five Propoſitions of Janſenius were 
condemned at Rome by a formal Papal Bull: 
The Janſeniſis got quit of this Cenſure by de- 
nying the Pope's Infallibility in Matters of 
Fact; which they ſo managed as to reduce the 
oppoſite Party to own, that one is not obliged 
to believe, that the five condemned Propoſi- 
tions were to be found in Janſeniuss Book. 
BAYLE Critique. Generale, Vol. 11. pag. 232. 
Edit. Amſterdam. 1714. The Gallican Church, 
it ſeems, deny the Infallibility, quoad facta, of 
Popes and Councils together ; and have exem- 
plified their Opinion by oppoſing the Papal 
Decrees in many Inſtances May not this 
reaſonably induce you to ſuſpect, that ſome of 
your Doctrines, ¶ Tranſubſtantiation for In- 
ſtance) are not to be found in the Scriptures, 
notwithſtanding the Deciſions of Rome and 
Trent? And will not this bear you out in exa- 
mining whether they are or not? 
There is one more Objection, Gentlemen, 
to all I have ſaid, or all that can be ſaid upon 
the Subject, which I have heard much inſiſted 
on among your zealous Partizans, when other 
Arguments have failed them; and that is, that 
« the Engliſh Catholics are much better People 
in their Lives and Manners, than the Englfp 
Proteſtants, of the Eſtabliſhed Church eſpeci- 
ally; But why, of the Eftabliſhed Church eſpe- 
cially? when there are numerous Sects of Pro- 
teſtant Niſſenters, over all which indeed if you 


can make out the Advantage you ſpeak of, 
at 


| DiscoUuRSsE, 


e it may ſuggeſt, that your Znghiþ Syſtem of 
n WW Popiſh Religion may be better for the Purpoſe 
of practical Chriſtianity, than others, even Po- 
7 pick Syſtems in other Countries; But you 
- well know, that, upon this Compariſon, you 
ft WH muſt be Loſers; and conſequently that the 
e Objection itſelf affects the Church of England 
da no otherwiſe, than as the Authority and Emo- 
- Wluments of an Eftabliſhed Church, attaching 
co itſelf a larger Number of Members, it muſt 
. needs take along with them a greater Propor- 
„ tion of human Frailty and Corruption; I ſay 
f not this to avoid entering into the Truth of 
che Fact, which, from the moſt diſintereſted 
il WW Obſervation I have been able to make, I am 
is perſuaded is far from being what you repre- 
f tent it“, even in reſpect of our Eſtabliſhed 
Church. But how ſhall this be proved but by 
„ an Examination into the private Lives and 
d characters of particular Perſons, whom nei- 
- Wther you nor we have any Right or Authority 
to judge? In the mean Time, the Sorts of 
People you are gaining from us are not likely 
to ſtrengthen this Argument : They are the 
Reproach, not of this or that Church, but ſuch 
as, in their Lives, Manners and Sentiments, 
are a Scandal to Chriſtianity itſelf ; and you 
muſt take and keep them, ſuch as they are, if 
you will have them at all. 
I have now, Gentlemen, but one or two 
Obſervations to make relative to the Character 


i We have been lately entertained with Accounts of 
q very Catholic Tartuffes, Ic. which ſhew, that an Eg 
, Papiſis Virtue and Chriſtianity, behind the Curtain, is no 
t better Proof than a Protgfent's. 
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of the great Man, whoſe Work I am here re- 

commending to your Peruſal. D 
Some People are of Opinion, that E RAS- 

MUS died a Lutheran, I. am not of this 


Number, but believe he lived and died in ſin- 


cere Communion with the Church of Rome. 
For beſides what Mr. Bayle hath brought to 
rove it in his Article, Remark T. there is a 
Paſſage in an Epiſtle of his to Reuchlin (with 
whom we may be ſure he did not diſſemble) 
that gives us his Sentiments very particularly, 
and which I ſhall ſet down in Enghſp : © You 
« ſee the fatal Tragedy that is now acting, the 
«« Cataſtrophe of which is uncertain ; whatever 
c“ it be, I pray that it may tend to the Glory 
„of Chriſt, and the Intereſt of Evangelical 
Truth. I had rather be a Spectator of this 
«« Scene than an Actor in it; not that I would 
«« refuſe to undergo any Danger in the Buſi- 
« neſs of Chriſt, but becauſe I perceive the 
« Buſineſs itſelf to be above my ſlender Ta- 
ce Jents.* And a little lower, ſpeaking of 
Reuchlin's Diſputes with the Jacobines, He 
fays — © I have been always careful to ſeparate 
« Luther's Cauſe from yours and that N good 
« Letters, ſeeing that eſpouſing the firſ# would 
<< expoſe us to the common Hatred, and do 
« him (Luther) no Sort of Good. Other 
« People think otherwiſe, and zheſe have 
© loaded me with ſo much Envy, that I was 
“ almoſt taken in the Snares of thoſe who 
c have conſpired againſt good Literature and 
« the Goſpel. It is not unknown what zbeſe 
« Men aim at, and that they may ſuccede in 
it, they invent ſpecious Names, and pro- 
« yoke 
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« yoke the moſt gentle Diſpoſition of the 
« Pope,. that they may make a Gain of his 
« Misfortunes.” By this it plainly appears 
Eraſmus was in no Readineſs to take on with 
the Lutherans. | 

The plain Truth is, that He, and ſome o- 
thers like him, were at that Juncture in great 
Hopes, that the Stir Luther had made might 


have very good Effects, and bring about an 


effectual Reformation, without unhinging the 
Polity of the Church, and incouraging what 
he elſewhere calls ſeditioſa Veritas: one would 


ſcarce believe ſo great a Man ſaw not on what 


the Roman Church is founded; which indeed 
is upon a Ground-work abſolutely inconſiſtent 
with all Reformation; yet it is certain that 
this he did not fee. | | 

And it is a Miſtake, which ought not to be 
too ſeverely cenſured in him, inaſmuch as we 
learn from a very remarkable Fact, that it was 
alſo the Miſtake of our firſt Reformers in Eng- 
land. The 22d Article of our Church was at 
firſt worded thus: The Doctrine of Sc HOOl- 
* MEN concerning Purgatory, Pardons, Wor- 
% ſhipping and Adoration, as well of Images as of 
* Relicks, as alſo Invocation of Saints, is a fond 
& Thing, &c.” © Theſe Errors, ſays Biſhop 
Burnet, ** were not ſo fully eſpouſed by the 
« Body of the Roman Church, when thoſe 
Articles were firſt publiſhed, ſo that ſome 
&« Writers that ſoftened Matters, threw them 
“ upon the Schoolmen; and therefore the Ar- 
e ticle was cautiouſly worded in laying them 
e there: But before theſe. that we now have 
* were publiſhed, the Decree and Canons con- 
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ce cerning the Maſs had paſſed at Trent, in 
* which moſt of the Heads of this Article are 
<« either affirmed or ſuppoſed; though the 
* formal Decree concerning them was made 
* ſome Months after theſe Articles were pub- 
& liſhed.” From that Time the Miſtake 
has been rectified, and now both you and we 
acknowledge them for ROMISH Doctrines. 
Little did Eraſmus perceive, that theſe fond 
Things were ſo intimately woven into the Con- 
ſtitution of the Roman Church, that they wete 
become eſſential to her; He laid them all up- 
on the Schools and Cloiſters, which were Ex- 
crefcencies that he thought might be pared 
off without wounding the Church ; otherwiſe 


He muſt, upon his own Principles, have left 


her. Hear what he ſays of theſe precious 
Doctrines: * In the mean Time we five like 
* wild Beaſts mutually preying upon each o- 
tc ther, and along with theſe Deeds [viz. of 
« Luſt, Avarice, Ambition, Envy, Hatred, 
« &c.] we promiſe ourſelves Heaven, where 
* is the moſt conſummate Peace and perfect 
« Charity. And upon what Aſſurance do we 
promiſe it? Becauſe we have confeſſed our- 
6 ſelves once ih the Hour of Death; becauſe 
« we have bought the Pope's Diploma, which 
“ delivers from Purgatory ; becauſe being a 
dying we order many magnificent Ries 
* (Maſſes) to be performed for us when in 
** our Graves; becauſe we have hired Some- 
body in our ſtead to viſit Jeruſalim, Peter's 
« Threſhold or Compoſtella; not to mention o- 
* ther Things {till more impertinent than 
* theſe; of Which Sort is that, where the Dy- 

| ing 
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8 Discouks x. | 

“e ing Man thinks himſelf ſafe, if he may bur 
« be buried in the Habit of a Franciſcan, or 
% Dominican Monk. Whence, I beſeech you, 
ce js there ſuch Ignorance in Chriſtians ? Tru- 
e Ty becauſe we read not the Goſpel, or if we 
« read it, we read it idly, and without At- 
« tention?” Poſtſcript 16 his Paraphraſe on 
St. John's Goſpel at the End. © . 

But had Eraſmus out- lived the Council of 
Trem, and ſeen what wild Work was there 
made, and how, and by whom, what would 
have been his Religion then? Let your Spaniſb 
Inder inform you, which hath made him fo 
black and blotted an H#retic. | 

But however, Gentlemen, that I may not 
leave him under the Influence of ſo violent a 
Prejudice, I ſhall conclude this Addreſs with 4 
Teftimony of one of your Popes in his Behalf, 
which being atteſted under the Piſberman's 
Ring, will, I hope, be conſidered by you as 
little ſhort of a Determination ex Cathedrs ; 
not to mention the comparative Merit of this 
particular Pontiff, in Reſpect of ſome of his 
Succeſſors, who were differently diſpoſed. 


&* To our beloved Son E RAS MUS of Rot- 
« terdam, Profeſſor of Theology. 


„ LEO, P. P. X. 
&« Beloved Son, Health and Apoſtolical Benediction. 


6c YOUR Lucubrations on the New Teſta- 
* ment, already publiſhed for the firſt 
Time, greatly delighted us, not ſo much 
for that der are dedicated to us, as that they 
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A PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


are excellent for their uncommon and ſignal 
Erudition, and are highly eſteemed in the 
Account of all learned Men. We did not a 
little rejoice to hear, that theſe were lately 
reviſed by you, and inriched and illuſtrated 
with many additional Annotations, conjec- 
turing from the firſt Edition what this o- 
ther will be, and what Advantage it will 
procure to the ſtudious in ſacred Theology, 
and to our orthodox Faith: go on with 
Proſperity in this Diſpoſition, and conſult- 
ing the public Utility, do your utmoſt Di- 
ligence that this ſacred Work may be pub- 
liſhed. A Reward worthy of your Labours 
you will receive from God himſelf; from 
us you will have your deſerved Commenda- 
tions, and from all faithful Chriſtians per- 
petual Praiſe. ' Given at Rome at St. Pe- 
ter's under the Ring of the Fiſherman, the 
roth Day of September in the Year 1518, in 
the Sixth Year of our Pontificate.“ 


I am, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Your ſincere Well-wiſher 
And humble Servant, &c. 


ADVER- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH E 22 ng Tranſlation appears 


under many Diſadvantages ; it was 
injoined at firſt as an Exerciſe to a young 
Latiniſt deſigned for Orders without any 


Thoughts of Publication; when that was 


determined, the Tranſlator having given 
the Author's plain, and for the moſt Part, 
literal Senſe, it was thought proper ra- 
ther to paſs his Inaccuracies of Style, 
than to render the Fidelity of the Verſion 


ſaſpected or diſputable * a Paraphra Ri- 


cal Expreſſion of Eraſmus's Thoughts in 


politer Terms. The Latin Copy too, the 


beft that could be had, was but incorrectly 
printed; and indeed the Work itſelf ſeems 
to have been drawn up by the Author in 
ſome Haſte, and, as 4 tells us himſelf, 
at the Deſire of 2 Printer; not to men- 
tion the frequent Ambiguities and abrupt 
Tranſitions, where the Subject was grow- 
ing too tender to be farther handled. On 
theſe Accounts it is hoped the candid 
Reader, confidering that it is the Import- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ance of the Subject, and not the Art or 
Dexterity of the Compoſition, that 1s re- 
commended to his Notice, will make the 
requifite Allowances for the Homelineſs of 
the Bre in which it appears. 


ERA S- 


WAP 


ERASMUSs PREFACE 
TO HIS 


PARAPHRASE on St. MATTHEw's G9ſpel, 
and the ArosTOLICAL Epiſtles. = 


teſtiſied how widely I differ from thoſe who 

think that Laics and illiterate Perſons ſhould be 
wholly excluded from reading the holy Scriptures, 
and that none ſhould be admitted to theſe ſacred Re- 
ceſſes ® but a few Men worn out for many Years in 
the Ariſtotelic Philoſophy and School Divinity. 

J will not for the preſent contend with them 
who judge theſe to be more eſpecially fit to read 
and explain the ſacred Volumes in as much as they 
bring with them a Mind exerciſed in human Learn- 
ing: be this granted, upon Condition that they ſhall 
have touch'd upon this Learning with Diſcretion and 
Moderation, and at a competent Age, that they are 
not grown old in it, that they do not aſcribe too 
much to it, that there be not a ſupercilious and 
blind Self-Love, that the Eye be ſingle and pure 


I Remember, good Reader, that I have elſewhere 


* Adyta. The Words adyta, myſterium, myſticus, &c. 
are applied by Eraſmus to the Scriptures, no otherwiſe 
than either 1. as they were actually ſecreted from the 
Poople by the eccleſiaſtical Doctors of thoſe Times, or 2. 
as they were in themſelves ſacred and venerable z which 
uſe of the Words he borrowed, (as all Latin Writers of his 
Time did) from Pagan Authors ſpeaking of their own 
religious Affairs. That Era/mus did not think the Scrip- 
tures in general zy/terious in the Senſe of difficult or ob- 
Cure, this whole Diſcourſe is a ſufficient Argument, 


with 


Mat. xxii. 
42. 

Luke x. 
27. 

John xi. 
81. 
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with which God is ſeen in the myſtical Scriptures, 
and that the Mind be unpolluted with worldly Af- 
fections from which the heavenly Spirit withdraws 
itſelf. | 

In other reſpects the Scribes and Phariſees #ept the 
holy Scriptures well enough, and being aſked con- 
cerning Chriſt, inſtantly produced a Teſtimony out 
of the Prophets, being demanded concerning the 
chief Precept of the Law, they anſwered pertinent- 
ly: even Caraphas himſelf uttered a Prophecy con- 
cerning the Redemption of the World by the Death 
of Chriſt : but ſeeing, they did not ſee, becauſe 
they had Eyes blemiſhed with Envy and Hatred; 
hearing they did not hear, becauſe they had Ears ob- 


- ſtructed with the Filth of evil Concupiſcence ; un- 


derſtanding they did not underſtand, becauſe they 
had a Mind obſcured with the Darkneſs of Ambiti- 
on and Avarice; nor did any more obſtinately re- 
fiſt Chriſt, than they who had eſpecially the keeping 
of thoſe Books, in which he was promiſed, and ſha- 
dowed forth. 

But a perfect Acquaintance with the ſacred Scrip- 
tures is not therefore to be condemned, becauſe 
ſome by their own Perverſeneſs turn that to their 
Deſtruction, which in its own Nature is good 
and wholeſome. | 

Allowing, then, the firſt Rank to ſuch as theſe 
in the Province of teaching, I do not ſee why 
Novices * ſhould be driven (as profane Perſons from 
ſacred Rites) from the evangelical Scriptures eſpe- 
cially, which were publiſhed equally to the Learned 
and to the Unlearned, to the Greeks and Scythians, 


to Servants as well as Freemen, to Women as well 


as Men, to the common People no leſs than to 


* 7diofz. Though we uſe the Term 72iot in Engliſh 
for a natural Fool, it hath not that meaning in the Latin. 
Eraſmus ſuppoſes theſe Idiatæ both able to read, and ca- 
pable of Inſtruction; it is therefore 2 enough 

eginner. 


K ings. 


tranſlated by the Word Novice or new 
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Kings. What theſe Scriptures teach equally belongs 
to all, what they promiſe concerns every one alike: 
and they were ſo publiſhed as that they may be 
ſooner underſtood by a pious and modeſt Novice, 
than by the arrogant Philoſopher. | 

It is the Part of the Jews who were converſant 
only with Shadows to conceal their Myfteries from 
the People, the Light of the Goſpel will not endure 
to be ſuppreſſed. 

Formerly the Prieſt alone entered into the Holy Heb. ix.7. 
of Holies, But when at the Death of our Lord the FORE e 
Veil of the Temple was rent, the Acceſs was open- . 
ed to all, even as far as Chriſt himſelf, who is the 
true Holy of Holies, and the Sanctifier of all; and 
he being lifted up from the Earth, who would have Joh. ii. 
all to be ſaved, draweth all unto him. 32. 

If a Woman or a Shoemaker talk of the holy 
Scriptures, it is cried out on as an unſeemly thing: 
but for my own Part I had rather hear ſome Girls 
talk of Chriſt than ſome of thoſe whom the Vulgar 
eſteem the greateſt Rablins, Why are we more | 
hard-hearted than the Zews ? they ſuffered the Child xe ii. 
FJeſus to aſk and to anſwer Queſtions in the midſt 46. 
of the Doctors, when as yet they ſuſpected nothing 
divine in him. 

He himſelf rebukes his Diſciples, becauſe they 
forbad Children to come unto him; for of ſuch, Mark x 
ſays he, is the Kingdom of Heaven, Therefore let not, 4 i 
us drive away the little ones from reading the Goſ- © 
pel : perhaps Jeſus will vouchſafe to embrace them, 
and to touch them with his ſacred Hands, and to 
bleſs them, It was the Children that ſang a grate- FR 
ful Hoſanna to the Lord in deſpite of the Phariſees. e 
Out of this Sort he choſe the Diſciples of his evan- 5 
gelical Philoſophy, not only Fiſhermen, and illite- 
rate Perſons, but alſo ſuch as were by Nature of a 
ſlower Capacity, which appears by many Inftances 
in the Goſpel Hiſtory, For theſe little ones he gives 
thanks to his Father: 1 ng thee, Lord of Heaven 

2 and 


xxvii. 51. 


Luke x. 
21. 


Rom. i. 
22. 


1Tim. ii. 
12. 


2 Tim. jii. 
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and Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe Things from the 


wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto Babes : 
That is, according to the Judgment of the World, 
unto Fools. 

Oftentimes they who are moſt contemptible in 
the World, are with Chriſt of the greateſt Value, 
and they whom the World eſteems moſt learned, 
are with Chriſt mere Novices. Of theſe Paul ſpeaks 
writing to the Romans, © they grew vain in their 
* Imaginations, and their fooliſh Heart was darkened, 
© profeſſing themſelves wiſe they became Fools.” 

Nor have I faid theſe Things with any Deſign to 
detract from the Authority of good Teachers, or to 
encourage all the unlearned to aſſeme to themſelves 
the Knowledge of ſacred Scripture, and, confiding 
in their own Judgment, to deſpiſe their- eccleſi- 
aſtical Teachers. Human Wiſdom hath its ſuper- 
cilious Pride, but the Ignorance of Novices hath 
it alſo with no leſs Arrogance. | 

Paul doth not allow a Woman to ſpeak in the 
eccleſiaſtical Aſſembly, not even for the Sake of 
learning; and he reproves filly Women laden with 
Sins, ever learning, and never coming to the Know- 
ledge of Truth. On the other Hand St. Ferom ex- 
horts Virgins, Widows, and Wives to read the ſa- 
cred Volumes, and yet he complains that the Pro- 
feſſion of this Learning is pretended to by the un- 
worthy in many Places: * This Knowledge, faith 
* he, the prating old Woman, the doating old 
„ Man, the declaiming Sophiſt, thzs, all take up- 


on them, pull in Pieces, and teach before they 


© know how to ſpeak.” | 
But ſo far am I from approving this arrogant Pro- 
feſſion of Scripture Knowledge in the vulgar Laity, 
that I do not think it tolerable even in Men of 
Learning; for what is more arrogant, than for a 
Man to profeſs * himſelf a Teacher of divine 
| Things? 
* Eraſmus means this of the pompous and oſtentatious 
Titles 


„ — * 
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Things? But as this Profeſſion is with too little Mo- 


deſty uſurped by the Learned, fo do I not think that 


any ſhould be prohibited from a ſober and godly 
Search, and eſpecially into ſuch Things as tend to 
better our Lives; and ſeeing that a great Variety of 
Delicacies grow in theſe Gardens, let every one 
take thence what is moſt for his Advantage. 

Let us conſider what Auditors Chriſt himſelf bad, 
were they not a promiſcuous Multitude, and in this 
Multitude the Blind, the Lame, Beggars, Publi- 
cans, Centurions, Mechanics, Women and Children ? 
Will he take it ill to be read by thoſe, by whom he 
was defirous to be heard. With my Conſent indeed, 
the Huſbandman ſhall read, the Smith ſhall read, the 
Stone-cutter ſhall read, Harlots and Bawds ſhall read, 
and laſtly the Turks themſelves ſhall read. If Chrift 
does not baniſh theſe from his Voice, neither will I 
baniſh them from his Books. How do you know but 
that may happen to them by Practice, which hap- 
pened to the Eunuch? 

Among the Books of the Old Teſtament perhaps 
there are ſome, from which there may be ſome Rea- 
ſon to reſtrain the Unlearned. Such as Ezetil, and 
the Canticle of the Spouſe, and almoſt all the Books 
of the Old Teſtament; foraſmuch as in theſe the 
ſeeming Abſurdity of the Hiſtory, or the Obſcuri- 
ty of the Parables may often diſguſt the Reader. 
But neither would I prohibit the reading of theſe to 
any. They will certainly reap this Fruit from it, 
that they will come better inſtructed and prepared 
to Sermons : and will liſten more willingly to 

Things 


Titles of Graduates in Divinity in the Univerſities of 


Germany and elſewhere : and which the extreme Igno- 
rance of the Men who aſſumed them, made ridiculous 
as well as arrogant. See Epift. obſcur. Virorum. 

+ The Author is not clear in ſtating the Objection i in 
this Paragraph: it is by no means equally forcible 
againſt almoſt all the Books of the old Teſtament, though 
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Things with which they are a little acquainted, and 
will underſtand that with more Eaſe of which t 
have already had though ever ſo little a Foretaſte. 

But however in the Books of the New Teſtament 
the divine Wiſdom wonderfully lets itſelf down even 
to the Capacity of the very meaneſt: ſo that no 
body can be ſo unlearned, but he may be docible 
to the evangelic Philoſophy. Let there be but a 
Mind, ever ſo uninſtructed, if it be ſingle, pure and 
free from thoſe Cares and Luſts which render even 
the moſt learned indocible to Chriſt, 

Let the Novice before he takes the Goſpel into 
his Hands prepare himſelf for the reading of it by 
a ſhort Prayer: let him pray that the bleſſed Jeſus, 
who died even for the moſt deſpicable Men, would 
vouchſafe to impart his Spirit, which reſteth not but 
upon the humble and meek and him that trembleth at 
his Word: and incouraged by the Advice of St. 
James, If any of you lack Wiſdom let him aſe of 
God, who giveth to all Men liberally, and upbraideth 
not; let him ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Open thou mine 
Eyes, that I may ſee the wondrous Things of thy 
Law); and alſo that, I am thy Servant, Lord give me 
Underſtanding; after this let him purſue nothing in 
this Chace, but that he may improve and grow bet- 
ter than himſelf. Is he ignorant? let him obſerve 


if any Light may be had on any Hand, Is he tor- 


it may be againſt here and there a Paſſage in each : ac- 
cordingly in anſwering it he conſiders none but ſuch 
Paſſages; for the unlearned Reader muſt here be told, 
that the Popiſh Teachers of thoſe Days choſe to exerciſe 
their Wits upon the obſcureſt Paſſages of the Bible; if 
they condeſcended at any time to take plainer Texts, 
it was their firſt Buſineſs to make them as unintelligible 
as they could by far fetched Allegories and ridiculous Al- 
luſions; which Cuſtom is here obliquely cenſured by 
Eraſmus: Modern Hiſtorians tell us this Method is ſtill 
in Uſe among the Monkiſh Preachers, and even ſome 


of the Feſuits themſelyes have been reproached for it, 
not long ago. | 


tured 


o 
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tured with Hatred or Envy? Is he diſordered with 
Luſt, Avarice, Ambition, or any other Diſtemper 

of the Mind? Let him ſeek his Remedy here, and 

he will find it. Is any one ſad? Let him here look 

for Conſolation, and he will depart with Chearful- 

neſs. Is any one in Doubt and Perplexity? He will 

be ſupplied here with the beſt Advice. Is any one 

in Danger through Temptation? Let him fortify 

himſelf with the Goſpel. Doth any one thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs? He will here find a moſt pure Foun- 

tain, of which wheſcever drinketh it ſhall become in john iy, 
him 4 Well of Water ſpringing up to eternal Life, 14. 

nor ſhall he hereafter thirſt for thoſe Waters which 

are drawn out of the Ciſterns that are trodden and 

diſturbed by the Hoofs of all the Beaſts of the Earth. 

If any one hungers for Food of Life, here is the john vi. 
Bread that came down from Heaven, of which who- 
ſoever eateth, ſhall become ſtrong and vigorous in 
Chriſt, until be come unte a perfect Man, unto the 
Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. This 
is that Fountain of Paradiſe, whence do flow the 
four Rivers watering the Face of the whole Earth: 
This is the Bread of the divine Word with which 
/s even to this Day refreſhes the promiſcuous Mul- 
itude flocking to him and abiding with him in deſert 
Places. 

I know it is the Province of Paſtors to diſtribute 
| this Bread broken and delivered out by Chriſt to 
| the People, But what if the Paſtors are lazy ? 

What if they are become Wolves? It is their Part 
to dig the Wells and to hand to the People the 
N Liquor of the heavenly Doctrine drawn from them, 
ö that they periſh not through Thirſt in the Wilder- 
b neſs. But what if the Paſtors turn Philiſtines, and 


41. 


Eph. iv. 
13. 


ſtop up the Streams of living Water by throwing in Gen. xxvi. 
Earth? What ſhall the People do? they muſt im- 5 
plore the Aid of Jeſus the Prince of Paſtors &. He 


yet 


* Hence it appears both what Eraſnus thought of the 
Prieſts 
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pyet lives, nor hath forſaken the Care of his Flock. 
Being called upon by the public Prayers of his Peo- 
ple he will perform what he hath promiſed in Exe- 
xxxiv.11, iel: Behold I even I will both ſearch my Sheep and 
12. ſeek them out, as a Shepherd ſecketh out his Flack in 
the Day that he is among the Sheep that are ſcatter- 

ed, and what follows in the ſame Prophet. 

The Sheep are unlearned, but they are rational, 
and out of the ſame Sheep the Shepherds are choſen ; 
and it happens ſometimes that the Sheep is wiſer 
than the Shepherd himſelf. | 

Moreover as it does not become the Layman ſedi- 
tiouſly to rebel againſt his Preſbyters, leſt that Or- 
der be confounded which Paul would have in the 
Body of Chriſt, ſo doth it not become the Prieſts to 
tyrannize over the Flock, otherwiſe the Sedition is 
to be imputed to them“. Therefore as often as 
the Paſtors do their Duty, they are to be heard as 
the Meſſengers of God, by whom Cheiſt ſpeaks un- 
to us. And if they teach corruptly, ftill if there 
is a Mixture of Good, that is to be gathered. But 
if they wholly ceaſe to teach, or teach thoſe Things 
which are plainly repugnant to the Goſpel; or if 
upon Occaſion a Teacher is not to be had, let eve- 
ry one refreſh his own Mind by private reading: 
let every Man draw what he is able from the Foun- 
tains of his Saviour: let every one take from the ſa- 
cred Loaves, what may ſatisfy his hungry Soul. The 

a f Spirit of Jus, who promiſed to be preſent where 
Mat.xviii, two were gathered together in his Name, will not be 
"7? SC. 
Prieſts who with-held the Scriptures, and alſo what he 
thought of the Expedient of taking Directions from 
the pretended Vicar of Chriſt. 

This Conceſſion from ſo great a Man within the 
Pale of the Roman Church, is a great point gained on 
the Side of the Reformers, as it reduces the Controver- 
ſy concerning Schiſm to a Queſtion of Fact. viz. whe- 
ther the Prieſts, &c. did tyrannize? which will bear no 
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abſent even from a ſingle Man in theſe Kind of Me- 
ditations. In vain do even fix thouſand aſſemble, 
if they come not together in the Name of Jeſus. 
And they only come together in the Name of Fe/zs, 
who regard nothing but the Glory of their Prince 
and eternal Salvation. f 

Some Man will ſay to me the diſcerning of Spi- 
rits is difficult, and the Meſſenger of Satan ſome- 
times transforms himſelf into an Angel of Light. I 
own it; and for that Reaſon Iam for no raſh Judg- 
ment. But ſtill the Teſtimony of his own Con- 
ſcience is to every Man his moſt certain Suffrage *. 
Next to this is the Agreement of the Scripture and 
the Example of Chriſt; and after all ſome Things 
are too clear to admit of any Doubt, or to require 
an Interpreter. And yet even with theſe Things 
they are offended, who have devoted themſelves 
wholly to the World, for no other Reaſon but that 
they obſtruct their Deſigns and Deſires. 

And for what other Reaſon was Chriſt ſo griey- 
ous to the Phariſees and Scribes, than whoſe Doc- 


Wtrine nothing is more juſt, than whoſe Life no- 


thing more innocent, than whoſe Power nothing 
more beneficent? The Caſe was, they were in 
Poſſeſſion of a Sort of Kingdom, They were ho- 
noured as Men of Learning, they were adored as 
Saints, they were enriched from all Quarters; and 
they deſired that State of Things ſhould be perpetu- 
al; which yet was a moſt wicked State. And there- 
fore they did not bear the Light of evangelical Truth, 
by which they perceived. the whole Scenery of their 
Authority was to be diſpelled. 


* Suffragium. As this is a Matter of great Conſe- 
quence, it is thought good to keep to Eraſmus's own 
Word; which is not only deciſive; againſt the Domi- 
nion of Name over the Conſcience, but is alſo unfa- 
vourable to thoſe high-church Proteſtants, who con. 
tend that a Man's Sincerity is not ſufficient to excuſe 


his Errors, 
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How much is due to this Kind of Men, when 

their Caſe is plainly deſperate, Chriſt ſufficiently 
Mat. xv. informs us: let them alone, ſays he, they are blind 
14. Leaders of the blind, 

It is certain that Chriſt, who formerly imparted 
his prophetical Spirit to Shepherds, ſhuts up the 
Treaſure of his Scriptures to no pious Perſon if 
he is but a Swineherd, Let every one therefore be 
converſant in theſe Books, who is in queſt of Chri- 
ftian Philoſophy. If there is Succeſs, give Thanks 

to God; if otherwiſe = not gory Supe 

- ſeek, aſk, knock. He that ſeeketh ſha „ to hi 

1 that aſteth ſhall be given, to 12 that knocketh he will 
open who hath the Key; with which he ſo openeth, 

Rey. iii.7. that no Man may ſbut, and fo ſhutteth that no Man 
may open, Conſult your Neighbour if there is any 
Thing you do not underſtand: perhaps the holy 
Spirit, which is wont to make Impreſſions upon the 
Hearts of Men in various Ways, will ſpeak to you 
by him. Let there be a pious Curioſity, and an 
inquiſitive Piety : but away with all Raſhneſs, away 
with all headlong and obſtinate Conceit of Science, 

What you read and underſtand, embrace with 
the utmoſt Faith; frivolous or impioufly-curious 
Queſtions, if by chance they ariſe in your Mind, 
check and expel; ſay, ©** what is above us is no- 
6 thing to us.” 

How the Body of Chriſt might go out of the 
ſealed Sepulchre, do not diſpute, it is enough for 
you that it went out, How the Body of Chriſt 
may be on the holy Table, where Bread was 
placed, do not inquire, it is ſufficient for you ta 
believe, that the Body of the Lord is there. Be not 
inquiſitive how the Son ſhould be different from the 
Father, ſeeing there is but one Nature: it is enou 
for you to believe the Father, Son and Holy Spirit to 
be three Perſons, but one God “. 


| But 
? It is remarkable here how Eraſmus yaries his Ex- 
preſſion 
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But the firſt Caution of all muſt be that you 
ſtretch not the Scripture to your own Luſts and 
Sentiments, but rather accommodate your own Opi- 
nions and Courſe of Life to the Scripture - rule. 
Otherwiſe from theſe Attempts will ariſe perverſe 
Affections, Contentions, Schiſm, Hatred and Hære- 
ſies, at once the Bane of Chriſtian Faith and Cha- 
rity, 

But neither are Novices immediately to be driven 
from the ſacred Books, although there ſhould be 
ſome one who by Reaſon of theſe Opportunities 
[of reading] falls into Miſtakes: for this is not the 
Fault of the reading but of the Man: nor was 
the Goſpel forbidden to be read in Churches, be- 
cauſe the ancient Hæretics picked the Seeds of their 
Errors from it. Neither are Bees kept from Flow- 
ers, becauſe the Spider ſometimes ſucks Poiſon from 
them. Let all read, but he who would read with 
Profit let him read ſoberly, let him not read indo- 
lently, as he would a human Hiſtory that concerns 
him not, but greedily, attentively, diligently. Let 
him accompany Jeſus like a pious Diſciple through 
all his Footſteps; let him obſerve what he does, 
and conſider and ſearch out what he ſays. Let him 
examine every Thing, and he will find in this ſim- 
ple and artleſs Scripture the ineffable Meaning of 
the heavenly Wiſdom: he will ſee in that Fooliſh- 
neſs of God (with Reverence be it ſpoken) appear- 


preſſion when he ſpeaks of a Goſpel- Fact, and when of 
a mere eccleſiaſtical Doctrine: in the Reſurrection Arti- 
cle it is enough for the Chriſtian that i was o: in the 
Matter of Tranſubftantiation it is ſufficient to be/ieve it. It 
is true he ſpeaks of the Trinity in the ſame Words: 
and like enough for the ſame Reaſon: for as the Sub- 
ſtitution of the real Body for the Bread is no Scripture 
Doctrine, ſo neither are the Words Nature and Peron 
added in Scripture to the ſimple numerals three and one. 
The School-terms in which this Doctrine was abſurdly 
attempted to be explained, makes this Conjecture ſtill the 


more probable. - G | 
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ing at the firſt with a humble and deſpicable Face; 


that which is far beyond all human Prudence, how 


Mark x. 


47+ 
Luke v. 


I2, 


lohn vi. 


68. 


ſublime and admirable ſoever. 

There is moreover nothing ſaid there which doth 
not concern every one of us; there is nothing 
tranſacted there, which does not daily happen in our 
own Life, more covertly indeed, but with no leſs 
Reality. Chriſt is born in us, nor are there want- 
ing Herods, who endeavour to deſtroy him yet 
tender and at the Breaſt, He grows, and by De- 
grees comes to Maturity. He heals all Manner 
of Diſeaſe, if any one only implores his Aid with 
Confidence, He doth not drive away the Leprous 
nor Dæmoniacs, not thoſe who are. defiled with 
Iſſues of Blood, nor the blind, nor the lame. There 
is no Diſeaſe of any Kind fo horrible or incurable, 
which he takes not away, if we ſay to him from 
the Heart, Jeſus thou Son of David, have mercy on 
me; or, Lord, if thou wilt thou canſt make me clean. 
He even raiſes the dead to Life. He teaches, he ter- 
riſies, he threatens, he ſooths, he comforts. 

He hath now his Fews, who will not allow their 
Maſes to be obſcured by his Light. He hath Scribes 
and Phariſees that lay in wait for him. And J wiſh 
he may not have more than one Annas and one Cai- 
aphas . He hath his Iſcariots who fell his inno- 
cent Blood for Money, Neither is there wanting 
Pilate and his Band, by whom he is ſcourged, ſpit 
upon, and crucified. 

In the mean time he hath alſo his little Flock de- 
pending upon him; he hath thoſe who ſay, Lord, 
whither ſhall we go? thou haſt the Wards of eternal 
Life. In this Kind of Philoſophy it is profitable 
for all to be converſant, even Novices or IIliterate. 
And to thoſe who are thus imployed with Sobri- 
cty, an Unction will not be wanting, to teach 


* The Station and Office of theſe two, and the Au- 
thor's Sentiments of eccleſiaſtical Princes hereafter ex- 
preſſed, ſhew to what and to whom all this points. 

3 them 


ER ASMus's PREFACE. 
them all Things that belong to eternal Salvation, 


ö according to the Prophecy of Joel. 7 will pour out Joel ii. 28. 


of my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and they ſhall all be 


5 taught of God. Paul would not have the Spirit . Theſ. v. 


. quenched, but wiſhes that all might propheſy. And 
Moſes being defired to forbid Eldad and Medad to 


propheſy, anſwers, would God that all the Lord's Numb. xi. 


| 13 


19, 20. 


People were Prophets, and that the Lord would put 29. 


. his Spirit upon them. 

Some People think it a monſtrous Thing to have 
the Scriptures tranſlated into the French or Engliſh 
Tongues: But the Evangelifts were not afraid to 
write that in Greet which our Lord ſpake in Syriac, 
nor were the Latins to turn the Language uſed by 
the Apoſtles into the Reman Tongue: nor had Je- 
rom any Scruples in tranſlating the Scriptures into 
Dalmatic. I wiſh indeed they were tranſlated into 
all Languages. Chriſt deſires to have his Philoſophy 
propagated in the utmoſt Extent, He died for all, 
and deſires to be known of all. 

It would conduce much to this, if either his 
Books were tranſlated into the ſeveral Languages of 
all Nations, or it could be brought about by the 
Endeavours of Sovereign Princes, that the three 
Tongues to which the divine Philoſophy is princi- 
pally committed “ might be learned by all People. 
If in the Compaſs of a few years the Induſtry of 
the Roman Princes could make the Gauls, Germans, 
Spaniards, Africans, Agyptians, Aſiatics, Cilicians, 
and Fews, ſpeak Latin and Greet in their common 


*The three Tongues he means are the Hebreau, 
Greek, and Latin, the two firſt are the Originals of the 
Old and New Teſtaments. The laſt no Body thought 
of preferring to that Honour before Father Hardouin; 
that Eraſmus meant to pay it no ſuch Compliment is 
plain from what he ſays above, namely, that the Evan- 
geliſts wrote the Goſpels in Greek, and that the Latins 
tranſlated the Works of the Apoſtles into their own 
Tongue : that is, out of Greek into Latin, 

| Diſcourſe, 
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Diſcourſe, for no other End but that their Domini- 
on, which was to laſt for no long Time, might, by 
the Intercourſe of Languages, be more eafily ex- 
tended; how much more reaſonable is it that this 
ſhould be endeavoured by us, that the Empire of 
Chriſt which is to remain for ever , ſhould be pro- 
pagated through all the Regions of the World ? 
which, why it is confined at preſent to ſo ſmall a 
Compaſs I know not, unleſs, as I ſuſpect, there are 
Men who had rather, under Pretence of Chriſt , 
retain a worldly Kingdom in a ſtrait Corner of the 
World, than that Chriſt himſelf ſhould reign over 
the whole Earth f. But of this perhaps I may —_ 

. | cour 


Sine fine ſays the Original, which I apprehend is a 
flip of the excellent Author's Memory. r Saviour's 
Kingdom is to laſt /hroughout all Ages, as long as the Moor 
endureth, but then cometh the Exp when he Hall have de- 
livered up the Ki x OM t6 God, even the FATHER. x 

+ Sub Chrifti prætextu is imperfect, and ſhould be ſup- 
yes in ſome ſuch Manner as this, ander à Pretence of a 

icegerenty under Chriff, The Corner of the Earth to 
which this worldly Dominion was cenfined in our Au- 
thor's days, ſhews this Yicegerency or Vicar/hip to be the 
Pretence he ſpeaks of. | 

t The Problem, why the Kingdom of Chrift is fo math 
confined ? ſeems even now as puzzling as ever, after all 
the Labours of Miſſionaries of different Countries. Shall 

a we take Eraſinui's Solution and apply it to reformed as well 
as Popiſb Powers? I hope the Progreſs of the Goſpel in 
the Engl; and Dutch Settlements abroad will not admit 

of this: at the ſame Time that the Management of the 
Feſuits and other Monks may account for their little Suc- 
ceſs, and their many Miſcarriages. It is hard, how- 
ever, for us to judge accurately of Things tranſacted at 
ſo great a Diſtance. But be the Solution what it will, 
the Fact itſelf is well worth the Conſideration of civil 
and eccleſiaſtical Governours of all Communions ; and 
particularly of all Societies for the Propagation of the 
Goſpel. The Miſſion from England, it ſeems, is whol- 
ly under the Direction of the Biſhop of London, and the 
Miniſters 
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courſe more ſeaſonably in another Place. To go on 
with my Subject. 

Why does it ſeem indecent for every one to ſound 
forth the Goſpel in the Tongue wherein he was born, 
and which he underſtands? The Frenchman in 
French, the Engliſhman in Engliſh, the German in 
German, the Indian in Indian? To me it ſeems 
much more indecent, or rather ridiculous, that No- 
vices and filly Women ſhould mumble over their 
Pſalms and Pater noſter in Latin like Parrots, when 
themſelves do not underſtand what they pronounce. 
I would ſooner (thinking herein with St. Ferom) 
congratulate the Glory of the Croſs, and eſteem it 
a Mark of its Magnificence and Triumph, if it 
was Celebrated in all Languages by Men ofall Sorts : 
if the Ploughman at his Plough-ſhafts ſhould fing 
ſomething out of the ſacred Pſalms. If the Weaver 
ſitting at his Web ſhould ſooth his Labour with ſome 
Strains out of the Goſpel : let the Mariner ſitting at 
his Oar chant ſomething aut of this Book : and laſt- 
ly let the Matron's Companion or Kinſwoman re- 
peat ſomething out of it to her whilſt ſhe is fitting 
at her Diſtaff. 

What more foreign to the prophetical Myſteries 
than the Eunuch of Queen Candace, brought up in 
a Palace, bound to the Service of a Woman, and 
laſtly an Ætbiopian, than which Nation ſcarce any 
more effeminate: and yet delicate as he was, riding 
in his Chariot, he read Iſaias propheſying ot Chriſt, 
Being a Heathen and a Novice he underftood not 


Miniſters imployed in it, I am told, muſt have recourſe 
to him for every Thing that is wanted in the epi/copal 
Way; this muſt needs occaſion great Obſtructions in the 
Work. Would it not be better to ſend them Biſhops of 
their own regularly conſecrated from England? But I 
doubt it is hardly time to talk of any extenſive Propaga- 


tion abroad, whilſt we propagate a Religion which 


glories in breaking down Partition Walls upon ſuch nar- 
rew and fencing Plans at home. A ch 
| - * me 


15 


16 


Acts viii. 


ERASMus's PREFACE. 


the Senſe of the Scripture, and yet becauſe he read 
with a pious Curioſity, the Interpreter Philip is pre- 
ſently ſent to him; the Eunuch is converted into a 
Man, he is baptized in the Water, and the black 
Atbiop is cloathed with the ſnow-white Fleece of 
the immaculate Lamb, and immediately of the Slave 
of a prophane Queen is made a Servant of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Now that we have ſo many Chriſtians as ignorant 
of the Chriſtian Wiſdom, as thoſe who are at the 
greateſt Diſtance from the Profeſſion, is in my 
Opinion in a great Meaſure to be imputed to the 
Prieſts. And I think I ſee a Way how we may 
hereafter render them a little leſs unfit for ſacred 
Reading; namely, if a clear, ſhort, learned and 
plain Summary of the Chriſtian Faith and Doctrine 


be yearly publiſhed to the Chriſtian People. 


And that nothing may be depraved by the Er- 
rors of the Preachers, I would have a Book com- 
poſed by learned and upright Men, which ſhould be 
repeated to the People by the Mouth of the Prieſt. 
This Book I would defire to have compiled, not 
from human Stores, but from the Goſpels, the 
Apoſtolic Epiſtles, and the Creed, which whether 
it was publiſhed by the Apoſtles-I know not, but 
certainly it carries with it the Face of Apoſtolic Pu- 
rity and Majeſty, And this I think might be done 
very ſeaſonably in the Eaſter Holidays; and would 
certainly be better, than provoking the People to 
Laughter by impertinent and ſometimes obſcene Jeſts, 


which Cuſtom I know not what Cacodæmon hath 


brought into the Church * ; for if the People are to 


* But whatever Devil introduced it, the Cuſtom ſtill re- 
mains in the Church, not only among the merry Mendi- 
cant-Devils, but even the Preachers of Reputation. The 
celebrated Maimbourg in the laſt Generation was famous 
(or rather conſidering how he was handled by the Gen- 
tlemen of Port- Roya / infamous) for the Motte de rife ; and 


we do not find by later Accounts that this Cacodæmon hath 
yet been exorciſed. | X be 
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be engaged, and ſometimes to be rouſed with ſome 
Sort of Pleaſantry, yet to raiſe their Laughter by 
ludicrous Things of this Sort, is the Part of Buffoons 
and not of Divines. Jon 

Moreover I think it would not a little contribute 
to this End, if Children which have been baptized 
and are come to Maturity, ſhould be commanded 
to. be preſent at theſe Kind of Preachings, wherein 
the Contents of their baptiſmal Vow ſhould be 
clearly declared them. Then let them be diligently 
examined in private by Men of Integrity, whether 
they ſufficiently underſtand, and remember what 


the Prieſt hath told them. If they ſhall be 


found ſufficiently to underſtand it, let them be 
aſked if they hold what their Sureties promiſed in 
their Name in Baptiſm to be binding upon them- 
ſelves; if they acknowledge this, then let this 
Vow be publickly and ſolemnly renewed (aſſembling 
together all of one Age) ang that with ſome weigh- 
ty, ſignificant, chaſte, ſerious and magnificent Ce- 
remonies, and ſuch as become that Profeſſion *, 
than which none can be more ſacred. For what 
indeed are human Profeſſions, but a Sort of Images 
of this moſt holy one? 

The Monks very well know how to recommend 
their Profeſſions to the People by mimic Ceremo- 


nies, and act this Farce in ſuch Sort that ſometimes . 


Tears are drawn from the Spectators; how much 
more becoming would this be in that moſt ſolemn 
Profeflion by which we inliſt ourſelves, not to Man, 
but to Chriſt, and ſwear not to the Rule of Bene- 
dict, or Francis +, but to the Goſpel Rule? Thus 

it 


* Eraſmus does not mean here the Chriſtian Profeſſion 
taken at large, but the baptiſmal Profeſſion in Contra- 
diſtinction to the Vow or Profeſſion of Morkery, as appears 
by what follows. | | 

+ If in our Author's Opinion, the Ceremonies of the 
Monkiſh Profeſſion were 178 and farcical, the Inſtitu- 

top 
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it would come to paſs that the Vouth would under- 
ſtand what Service they are obliged to perform for 
their Captain; and by what Kind of Studies they 
ſhould attain to true Piety. Their Elders alſo would 
thus be reminded, how many Ways they have tranſ- 
greſſed their own Vows. | 

There are now acted in ſome Churches Come- 
dies, which I do not wholly difapprove, concerning 
the Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of Chriſt into Hea- 
ven, and the Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt *. 


But 


tion itſelf could be in no high Eſteem with him. But 
indeed the Freedom he takes with Monks in other Parts 
of his Writings plainly diſcover his Hæreſie in this Ar- 
ticle. FN; | 

* Why Eraſmus ſhould not wholly diſapprove theſe 
Comedies one can hardly gueſs, unleſs there was a de- 
center Sort of them than ghoſe of which Ludovicus Vives 
gives the following Ace@unt. «4 At what Time, ſays 
** he, the ſacred Offices relative to the Redemption of 
„ the World by the Death of Chriſt are celebrated, it is 
the Cuſtom to exhibit Plays to the People hardly any 
« Thing different from this ancient Scenery [of the 
« FEpyptians]: And though I ſhoald fay no more, who- 
* ever hears thus much will think it abominable enough 
% to make Plays of a Thing ſerious in the higheſt De- 
«« gree, There Judas is laughed at, venting the moſt 
<«« 1impertinent Things imaginable whilſt he is betraying 
« Chriſt. There the Diſciples flee, the Soldiers purſuin 
them amidſt the loud Laughter both of the Actors a 
.*« SpeRtators, There Peter cuts off the Ear of Malchus, 
** the Maltitude in their mourning Apparel applauding 
him as if the Captivity of Chriſt were thus revenged: 
And after a little while he who had juſt now ſo bravely 
* fought, terrified by the Interrogatories of a ſingle 
«© Wench, diſowns his Maſter, the Mob laughing at the 
« Girl while ſhe queſtions him, and hifling Peter for 
« denying him; amidſt ſo many Players, ſo much 
« Laughter and Impertinence [the Perſon repreſenting] 
„ Chriſt alone is compoſed and grave, and when he en- 
„ deavours to bring them to ſerious Diſpoſitions, he 

* Ten» 
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But how magnificent a Show would it be to hear 
the Voice of ſo many Youths devoting themſelves to 
Jeſus Chriſt, of ſo many ſwearing Fidelity to him, 
renouncing this World which lieth in Wickednefs, 
abjuring and hiſſing out Satan * with all his Pomps, 
Pleaſures and Works: to ſee new Chriſts t bearing 
the Enſign of their General in their Foreheads; to 
ſee a Flock of Candidates coming out of the holy La- 
ver ; to hear the Voice of the reſt of the People, applaud- 
ing and wiſhing Proſperity to theſe young Chriſtians. 

Theſe Things however I would have ſo perform'd 
in publick, that Children may with no leſs Diligence 
imbibe the Doctrine of Chriſt both in publick and 
private as much as may be from their very Cradles f: 
And theſe publick Ceremonies will have the more 
Authority, if they are diſpenſed by the Biſbops them- 


« renders them, I know not how, not only here, but in 
«© the very ſacred Offices, cool and unaffected; [all this 
is tranſaQted] with great Wickedneſs and Impiety, not 
* ſo much of the Actors and SpeCators as the Prizf, 
„who have the ordering of this Sort of Things.” I 
Anguſt. de civitate Dei, lib. viii. cap. xxvii. Some Re- 
mains of this infamous Practice were in Germany, (and 
perhaps ſtill are) after the Reformation. See Muv. de 
Repub. des Lettres, mois de Juin. 1684. Art. v. | 
Our Author had juſt before been ſpeaking of 
Church-Comedies; in theſe the Devil was always the 
Fool of the Play, and was accordingly beaten, Kicked 
and buffeted about by the reſt of tile Actors, and at laſt 
hiſſed off the Stage, and to this Eraſmus here alludes ; af- 
ter the Reformation this Devil Clown was turned into a 
Vice, and introduced into the profane Comedy. Thus 
the Player in Shake/ſpear's taming of a Shrew, amongſt 
other Properties, ſpeaks of Yinegar to make their Devil 
roar. See Warburton's Note on the Place. vol. ii. p. 293. 
I New Cbriſl, novos Christos. The Expreſſion is grat- 
ing; but he means only newly anointed with the Chriſm: | 
T Eraſmus ſeems here only to approve of this Pagean- 
try in the Profeſſion of theſe Candidates, to exclude and 
diſcredit it in other Inſtances, where it can ſerve no good 


Purpoſe, 
1 128 | Wy. ſelves, 
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ſelves, and not by Pariſh Prieſts and hireling Suffta- 
ans. If theſe Things were done as they ought to 
4 we ſhould, if I miſtake not, have ſomewhat ſin- 
cerer Chriſtians than we now have. 
But here a twofold Objection may ariſe; firſt 
that here may ſeem to be a Repetition of Baptiſm, 
which is not lawful ; ſecondly, that there may be 
Danger leſt ſome, upon hearing the Vow, ſhould 
not confirm what was done by their Proxies. 

The firſt of theſe Objections is eaſily obviated, if 
theſe Things are fo tranſacted, as to be nothing 
elſe but a Sort of Inſtallment, and Repreſentation of 
the former Baptiſm in the ſame Manner as when 
we are daily ſprinkled with Holy-water *. y 


# In, theſe Rites recommended by Eraſmus at the Re- 
newal of the baptiſmal Vow, there is nothing that looks 
like a Colour for this Objection, except the Candidates 
coming out of the ſacred Lawer : Which as far as I can 
learn makes no Part of Confirmation in the Roman 
Church : I imagine he took his Plan from the Cuſtom of 
the Church in earlier Times, when Baptiſm and Con- 
firmation were adminiſtered at one and the ſame Time 
(which the Caſe of Adults eſpecially might ſeem to re- 
quire) or, perhaps, what we call Confirmation, was no 
diſtin Rite at all, but only a concomitant Ceremony of 
Baptiſm. But it is plain that in Confirmation admini- 
ſtered at a long Diſtance of Time from the Baptiſm, as 
is here propoſed, the Caſe will differ, and conſequently 
the Objection of a repeated Baptiſm, is not ſo eaſily an- 
ſwered. The Matter is evidently this; Eraſmus conſi- 
ders his Ceremony as equally clear of the Objection of a 
reiterated Baptiſm as the Holy-water ſprinkling : And- 
thus obliquely puts a Mark of Reprobation upon that ab- 
ſurd and ſuperſtitious Practice, which however the mo- 
deſt Author of the Catholic Chriſtian inſtructed puts upon 
the ſame Footing with Baptiſm itſelf, for he roundly 
tells Dr. Middleton ** He might with as good a Grace 


have proved the Sacrament of Baptiſm to be heatheniſh 


<« as their Uſe of Holy-water.” See Dr. M.] prefatary 
D iſcour/e 10 his Letter from Rome, page xiv. | 


The 
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The Solution of the latter is more difficult; but 
every Thing is to be tried, that no Body may deſert 
their firſt Faith; if this cannot be ſecured, perhaps 
it would not be expedient to compel ſuch a one, but 
rather to leave him to his own Mind till he ſhould 
repent, and in the mean Time to ſubje& him to no 
other Puniſhment, but an Excluſion from the Eu- 
chariſt and other Sacraments, but by no Means let 
him be ſhut out from the Service of the Church or 
Sermons. 

I would alſo have ſmall Books concerning the 
Chriſtian Doctrines diſperſed about, in which the 
holy Chriſt ſhould be deſcribed, not obſcured with 
Jewiſh Ceremonies, or the Fictions and Decrees of 
Men ; nor laftly moroſe and rough, but as he is, 
gentle and amiable. Whoever ſhould be inſtructed 
with theſe Rudiments, would not come altogether 
ignorant to the reading of the ſacred Volumes &. 

There are now many People who at fifty Years of 
Age know not what they vowed at Baptiſm, and 
who never dream what the Articles of Faith, the 
Lord's Prayer, or the Sacraments of the Church may 
mean; we often find this both in common Diſcourſe, 
and in private Confeſſions. But it is ſtill more to 
be lamented that moſt of us Prieſts are of that Sort, 


* Eraſmus is here of ſo truly a reforming and tolerat- 
ing Spirit, and expreſſes ſo freely his Moderation, as 
well as his Contempt of the Figments and Command- 
ments of Men, that no one can doubt but he was in ear- 
neſt, and wiſhed and endeayoured with all his Heart and 
Strength to mend Matters: 'This I doubt cannot be ſaid 
for Beſarion, Bembus and Borromeus, who, together with 
Father Paul, we are told by a very capable Judge (Let- 
ters concerning Mythology, page 63) ſaw into and deſpiſed 
the Superſtition of their own Church. The three firſt of 
theſe were Cardinals and had great Power and Intèreſt, 
which it ſhould ſeem, they never thought of imploying 
to the good Purpoſes of Reformation. Eraſmus ind Fa- 
ther Paul were of another Stamp, they were Men of In- 
tegrity, and did what they could, each in his Province 
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that we never ſeriouſly conſider what it is to be truly 
a Chriſtian. We are Chriſtians in Title, in 
our Cuſtoms and Ceremonies, rather than in Heart. 
Either for Want of Learning we are not furniſhed 
with Materials to inſtruct the People, or elſe cor- 
rupted with worldly Luſts we do our own Buſineſs 
rather than Jeſus Chriſt's. What Wonder then 
that the People ſhould live in Darkneſs, when they 
are dark who ſhould be the Light of the World; 
when they have no Reliſh of any Thing worthy of 
Chriſt, who ſhould be the Salt of the Earth; when 
they are purblind who ought to be the Candle yield- 
ing Light to the whole Houſe ; when they are aban- 
doned to Tordid Gains and Pleaſures, who ſhould be 
the City ſet on an Hill, to ſhew the Way to thoſe that 
ago aſtray ? | 
And I wiſh there were not ſo many to whom that 
Paſlage of 1/aiah may be be applied: His Watch- 
men are blind, they are all ignorant, they are all dumb 
Dogs, they cannot bark, ſleeping, lying down, loving to 
ſlumber, yea they are greedy Dogs which can never have 
enough : And they are Shepherds that cannot underſtand : 
They all look to their own Way, every one for his Gain 
from his Quarter.“ Alſo that of Feremiah : My 
People have been loft Sheep, their Shepherds have cauſed 
them to go aſtray, Again Ezekiel with great Free- 
dom rages againſt Shepherds turned into Wolves, who 
feeding themſelves ſcatter and tear the'unhappy Flock. 
And in other Places alſo there are frequent Com- 
plaints in the Prophets of Shepherds, that from theſe 
chiefly proceed the Calamity of the People, witneſs 


the Prophet Zechariah: They were troubled becauſe 
there was no Shepherd *, 


* If any of this Account given by Eraſmus of the 
Prieſts and People of his Time, be applicable to our 
own, and in Places, where more Liberty and a better 
Spirit is at leaſt profeſſed ; it is high Time to mend it; 
the Manner how, is immediately within the Province of 
thoſe who have the Government of the Shepherds. 


Some- | 
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Sometimes the Sins of the People deſerve this, 
that inſtead of a Shepherd Almighty God ſhould ſuf- 
fer the Hypocrite or an Idol to reign, when accord- 
ing to Paul they will not endure ſound Doctrine, and 
heap to themſelves T eachers, who may teach Thin 3 
rather grateful than true, to their itching Ears. And 2 Tim. iv. 
then the Diſh and the Cover are both of a Sort, and 3 
2 the Prophet Hoſea, like People like Prieft. Hoſea Iv. 
For the Lay-flock hath intermixed in it, Wolves,“ 
Foxes, Leopards and other hurtful Beaſts. 

But however for the moſt Part the People conſiſt 
of Sheep, They are ignorant, fimple and unlearned, 
yet profitable to their Maſter if they are managed by 
the Care of a faithful Shepherd. he Condition of 
theſe, he, the beſt of Shepherds, lamented who would 
have none of his Flock to periſh ; who brought back 
the loſt Sheep wg his Shoulders, which he had 
ſought with great Pains in the Mountains. He | 
whom he Re great Multitude of Men, and at the 1 
ſame Time conſidered how little the Priefts of that 
Time, the Scribes and Phariſees, ated the Part of 
Shepherds, was moved with Compaſſion, becauſe they Mark vi. 


were as Sheep ſcattered abroad and forſaken, and hau- 34. 
ing no Shepherd. 


Happy is that People whom Jeſus vouchſafes to | 
look upon; his bare Look is not inſignificant. He -1 
hath not Eyes baneful and bewitching, but by their 
divine Virtue full of Health and Safety. He looked 
upon Peter denying him and Peter repented. And 
when he looked upon him the firſt Time, he fore- 
told the Firmneſs of his Faith in the new Name he 

ve him. He looked upon his Diſciples in the 

ount, and his heavenly Doctrine was rivetted in 
their Minds, 

W hat remains then, Brethren, but that we be as 
Sheep laying aſide all Malice, Pride and Wrath. 
None of theſe agree to the Character of Sheep: And 
let us pray the moſt affectionate Feſus that he would 
vouchſafe to caſt his Eyes on us, He is the good 


Shep- 
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Shepherd, and will have Compaſſion on us, and will 
either ſend proper Labourers into his Harveſt, if we 
requeſt that of the Lord of the Harveſt, as we read 
in St. Matthew, or he will teach us himſelf, as St. 
Mark writes, and he began, ſays he, to teach them 
many Things *. Nor did he only teach, but ſatis- 
fied that whole Multitude with Bread in the Wil- 
derneſs, which the Tyranny of the Phariſees ſuffered 
to periſh with Hunger. Jeſus doth not even now 
ceaſe to teach his own, he doth not now ceaſe to feed 
thoſe who leaving the Cities follow him into the De- 
ſert; he poured out his holy Spirit formerly upon his 
Diſciples, nor is the Hand of the Lord ſhortened 
now, nor doth the Virtue of his Spirit fail in the 
Minds of pious Men, which that we may be worthy 
to receive, let us do what his Diſciples formerly did, 


* By this Alternative it appears, that Eraſmus had no 
great Faith that proper Labourers would be ſuddenly ſent 
into the Harveſt ; as the Church was then conſtituted and 
governed, the Proſpect was, upon the Matter, deſperate, 
and the Anti-reformation of Trent does great Honour to 
his Judgment concerning the Diſpoſitions of the Clergy : 
Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhments, indeed, whether good or 
bad, do naturally by Length of Time produce the State 
of Things here deſcribed, and if not occaſionally and ſea- 
ſonably reviewed, as the Circumſtances of Men and 
Things alter, never fail to ſtagnate into mere Forms, 
and after that generate Filth, Corruption, Dregs and Se- 


diments, which render the Waters of Inſtruction flat, in- 


ſipid and good for nothing; but to yield a Kind of pro- 


fitable Manure to the Lords of the Lake, who (them- 


ſelves ſituated far enough from the Stench of the Nui- 


ance) injoy the Ignorance and Stupefaction of the Peo- 
ple. Theſe in their Turn intoxicated with their worldly 


Cares and Pleaſures, never dream of praying for other 


Sort of Teachers to break their Slumbers. Thus it hath 
been, thus it is, and thus it muſt be, till the Lord of the 


Harveſt ſhall viſit for theſe Things, and inlarge his 
little Flock, who tremble at his Word, and who, in the 
mean Time, muſt content themſelves, as they have Rea- 


ſon, to take their own Inſtructions from himſelf, L 
| t 
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Let us aſcend into the upper Chamber, withdrawing Acts i. 13. 
our Minds from the Cares of tranſitory Things. Let 
us be of one Mind, unanimouſly perfevering in Sup- 
plications, if we would have our Prayers heard. Let 
all be of one Voice, of the fame Opinion, and uſe . 
the ſame Endeavours. Let us pray in the Name of 
Jeſus, and our heavenly Father will hear us. 

But now how are Chriſtian People diſturbed with 
Diviſions and endleſs Contentions? Nor is there 
Peace on any Side. Temporal Princes contend in 
deſtrutive Wars, ecclefiaſtical Prelates are likewife 
involved in Wars; the People are ſet againſt each 
other in inveterate Quarrels. The true Faith is 
corrupted ſeveral Ways, and Chriſtian Peace con- 
founded. ; | 

I do not now condemn one Side more than the 
other. Whereſoever there is Diſlention, there the 
Devil is. Whoever ſaw longer or more terrible Con- 
fuſions of War among the Heathens, than we have 
ſeen for ſome Years by-paſt among Chriſtians? And, 
not to diſcuſs the Occaſions of it, when was the Ship 
of the Church ſo toſſed with Waves? Why do we 
not ſearch into the Cauſes of theſe Evils, that having 
diſcovered the Spring we may more conveniently ap- 
ply a Remedy to this Diftemper * ? 


This Diſcourſe of Eraſmus bears Date in the Year 
1522, the ſame Year in which Henry the Eighth pub- 
liſhed his Book againſt Luther, and conſequently when 
the Diſſentions occaſioned by the firſt Movements of L- 
#her”'s Reformation were at the Height: To ſearch into 
the Cauſes of all this without removing them, as the 
People were then diſpoſed, would have been to no Pur- 
poſe; to remove the Cauſes, was Death to the Riches 
and ſecular Emoluments of the Clergy ; fo the Diſtemper 
was left to gather Strength, till certain Quack- doctors at 
Trent undertook: it, and by cutting off the ſound Members 
of the Catholick Church, and — up the rotten 
ones as well as they could, made a fhift to preſerve the 
Headſhip of this corrupted Body ſtill in the Pope. 


1 I find 


EM 
= = — > 
- 
- ens — — — — 2 


— 5 
CR — 


— 


— UU —U eU !:!?:hßſfſ 
- 
. 
: 
* 


26 


Mark iv. 


Matt. viii. 
24. 


ERASMUS's PREFACE. 


I find in the Evangeliſts that the apoſtolical Ship 
was twice in Danger, once in the Night when Jeſus 
was abſent, as we read Matthew xiv, The Ship was 
new, ſays he, in the Mid/t of the 1 47: with Waves. 
And what Wonder that Tumults ariſe in the Church, 
if Jeſus be not preſent; as often as the Spirit of Chriſt 
is abſent, then the Spirits of this World miſerably 
toſs and diſturb the Ship. What Wonder there 
ſhould be no wholſome Counſel, where the Darkneſs 
is ſuch that they did not know Jeſus coming towards 
them, and were afraid of their Saviour's Approach, 
ſuppoſing him to be an evil Spirit. And except Zeſus 
ſpeaking to them in a Voice they well knew, had 


commanded them to be of good Chear, they would 


have died with Fear. 

There Peter thought it ſaſer to be in the Waves 
with Jeſus than in the Ship ſo, indangered. Let us 
imitate the Faith of Peter, and Jeſus immediately 
returning into the Ship will quiet all Tempeſts &. 

The Ship was once more in Danger, as we find in 
the ſame Evangeliſt Cap. viii. Jeſus indeed being 
preſent but faſt aſleep. And (adds St. Mark) on a 
Pillow, nor is it without Reaſon that he farther tells 
us that it was in the hinder Part of the Ship. Would 
you hear what Danger it is for Jeſus to ſleep? And 
there aroſe, ſays he, a great Storm of Wind, and the 
Waves beat into the Ship ſo that it was now full, or as 
Matthew tells it was covered with Waves, Ambition 


* Eraſmus by this Metaphor of the Ship ſeems to inſi- 
nuate that it may be on iome Occaſions ſaſer to be out of 
the Church than in it, and for this Reaſon, namely that 
Jeſus is not always in the Church, [ſo called]. He fa- 
thers, we ſee, the Sentiment upon Peter. But whatever 
Peter thought, his Succeſſors are not of this Mind, their 
conſtant Cry is ſtick to the Church at all Hazards. But 
according to Eraſinus, the Reformers took the ſafer 


Courſe, and finding the _—_ of the Church going to 


wreck for Want of its proper Pilot forſook it and fled to 
Jeſus, under all Diſadvantages. ä - 
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is 3 horrible Wind; Avarice is a peſtilent Wind; 


the Love of Pleaſure is a pernicious Wind; and ſo 


of the reſt of the wortdly Luſts. Theſe Winds will 
raiſe theſe Troubles ſo that the Billows of War and 
Diſſention will break into the Church. And it hap- 
pened alſo that not only the Ship in which were the 
Apoſtles was in Danger, but the reſt alſo which ac- 
companied the Ship of Jeſus. For Mark adds, and there 
were alſo with him other little Ships. 

Now what does this Sleep of Jeſus mean? I wiſh 
he did not ſleep ſo often in the Hearts of Paſtors, 
whoſe Place is in the Stern, the moſt honourable in 


the whole Ship, and where it is proper the Pilot 


ſhould be to manage the Helm. What means the 
Pillow under his Head? Was it not he that faid tbe Mat. viii. 
Son of Man hath not where to lay his Head? What 20. 
does this mean, had not where to lay his Head? Cer- 
tainly Jeſus had ſome Inn to reſort to, and ir is pro- 
bable that he there was not without a Bolſter to fleep 
on. But He that hath nothing in this World to reſt 
his Mind upon, but is conſtantly watching in the 
Study of heavenly Things, Ze hath not where to 
lay his Head, O how ſoft a Pillow is great Honour, 
obtained right or wrong, to the ambitious Man ? 
how ſweet a Pillow is a domeſtic Fortune finely aug- 
mented and well ſecured to the Lover of Riches. 
They who undertake the Office of Magiſtrates ſo 
as not to exerciſe it for themſelves but others; they, 
who conſider the Epiſcopate as a Labour, and not as 
a Dominion , have no Pillow to invite them to 


* Regnum. Perhaps it might be tranſlated Govern- 
ment, that is, a State of Things where the Governour 
hath nothing to do but to command, or the governed 
but to obey. But as Regnum is here uſed in a bad Senſe, 
and Church government commonly in a good one, this 
might look too invidious. To come at a clear Idea of 
the Author's Meaning, the beſt Way will be to bring 
the Eccleſiaſtical Governments we would examine to as 
cloſe a Compariſon as we can with the Kingdom os Epiſ- 
copate of Chriſt, | 

I 2 ſleep, | 
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ſleep, but rather a Rattle which will not ſuffer Sleep 
to ſteal upon them. | | 


We iow fos De fo cafuurnd.;I had e Bi 


drunk with their worldly Succeſs, that they ſeem to 
ſleep not on a Pillow, but, as they ſay, on Man- 
drakes. Hence indeed comes this dangerous and tem- 
peſtuous State of Things, becauſe Chrift ſleepeth in 
us: but in this ſo critical a Juncture which concerns 
us all, what Meaſures ſhall we take, my Brethren ? 
In great Storms Pilots are wont to aſk every one's 
Opinion *. Whence 


* I would with all Deference humbly recommend this 
Expedient to our preſent Pilots the great-Church-Men of 
our reformed Eſtabliſhment. They are much at a Diſ- 
tance from the Cares and Toils of pious Labourers in the 
Harveſt, who however can very well explain to them the 


Difficulties they meet with in ſetting forward the King- 


dom of Chriſt on Account of the Storms here alluded to 
by Eraſmus. If there are any Particulars in the Forms, 


Adminiſtration or Management of Church Affairs, which 


occaſion or increaſe theſe Difficulties, ſomebody ſurely 
muſt be anſwerable for them. To imagine it may do 
Harm to inquire into this is ſhamefully to diſtruſt the 


good Providence of God, in a Caſe which all Divines 


agree to aſſure us is more particularly under his eſpecial 
Care. It is certain a great deal is objected to us by Men 
of other Communions, whoſe Sincerity in promoting the 
com mon Salvation it would be great Uncharitableneſs to 
ſuſpect. But it is of more Conſequence ſtill to relieve 
many pious, wiſeand worthy Men among our own Clergy, 
who find themſelves under Bonds aud Burdens, which 
they are no otherwiſe able to bear, than as the very 
Means of their neceſſary Subſiſtence compel them to ac- 
quieſce. It is ſaid that Application hath been made to 
the Heads of the Church by ſome of her own legitimate 
Sons to hear and eaſe the Groans of the Oppreſſed. May 
the Reproach of Deafneſs and Blindneſs to theſe reaſon- 
able Remonſtrances never fall upon the illuſtrious Fathers 
of our Church, many of whom have diſtinguiſhed them- 
felves ſo fignally in Defence of our common Faith and 
even of our Chriſtian Liberty. Be this Blindneſs and 
Deafneſs for ever the Reproach of Rome and the genuine 
Mark of the Feaſt. 


J ²˙ Q w W- - mn vw” rw 


ERASMUs's PREFACE. 29 
Wbence ſhall we rather take Advice than from 
the Goſpel? diſtruſting our own Guards +, let us 
call upon Jeſus, let us knock till he hears, let us 
move him till he awake, So he may, and fo he de- 
fires to be rouſed. Let us ſay to him with a mourn- 
ful Voice, Lord, care/t thou not that we periſh ? Let Mark iv 
us ſay with the greateſt Confidence, Lord, ſave us, . 
we periſh. As he is exorable, he will hear us, and 
with his Breath will at once calm the Tempeſt, raiſ- 
ed by the Wind of this World, He will ſay to the 
Wind, be quiet; he will ſay to the Sea, Peace, be 
frill, And what was the Conſequence? The Wind 
ceaſed, and there was à great Calm. 

As long as the Ship of the Church is toſſed by the 
Caprice of the Winds, it is in the utmoſt Danger. 
And if a temporary Tranquillity happens, a Wind 
ariſing from another Quarter excites a new Tem- 
peſt. If the Eaſt-wind of Avarice is quiet for a 
Time, the Weſt-wind of Pride gets up: If the South- 
ern Breezes of Pleaſures ceaſe, the Northern Hurri- 
cane of Anger ariſes. Have I obtained that for 
which I was contending ? Preſently ſomething elſe 
is thrown in my Way, for the Sake of which I muſt 
undertake a new and fierce Conteſt; for of worldly 
Luſts there is no End. "Theſe Winds cannot be ap- 
peaſed unleſs Jeſus threaten tem. | 

Let us all therefore in common conſult the Tran- 
quillity of the Chriſtian Profeſſion; let us put off 
every one his private Luſts: Let us with one Accord 
look after thoſe 'T hings which become the Spirit and 
Profeflion of Chriſtianity, Let the People compoſe 
themſelves to the Study of true Piety, and with ar- 
dent and unanimous Prayers follicit Jeſus Chriſt, 
that he would turn the Hearts of Princes to peaceable 
Counſels. 
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+ Namely, the Proviſions of Church-power, Cenſures, 
Penalties, &c. 
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But eſpecially let Eccleſiaſtical Princes take their 
Meaſures in ſuch Sort, as with an upright Conſcience 
to attempt nothing, but that through Faith, Charity, 
Piety, Concord, the Contempt of worldly, and. the 
Love of heavenly Things, Chriſt may reign, flow 
riſh and command as far and wide. as poflible. 
So will they be truly great Princes, if their Auchor 
rity is made ſubſervient to the Glory of the, Eternal 
Prince, and the Benefit of the Chriſtian Flock; {0 
will the People be happy if they give Obedience! ta 
ſuch Princes as unto Chriſt himſelf... \.- 


- 


Otherwiſe if we go on to wear out our own 
Strength by inteſtine Broils, there is Danger that 
God, provoked by our Sins, will ſend us ſome Ne- 
buc hadonoſor, who, by ſeverer Remedies, may teach 
us to be wiſer, God protects thoſe who are unit- 
ed in Concord; the Enemy will deſpiſe thoſe 
who are ſeparated by Diſſentions. Bhs - 

But never will this Concord happen, if every 
one is obſtinate in maintaining his own Right, nor 
will Peace be ever ſolid and laſting, unleſs it is ce- 
mented with true and ſolid Reaſons, Nothing that 
is brought about by Terrorsand T hreatenings can be 
durable. Nothing is firm which is woven by hu- 
man Artifice and oblique Meaſures; Unleſs Chriſt 
be preſent at our Counſels, though the Evil may be 
ſuppreſſed for a Time, it will preſently break out 
with greater Deſtruction to the World ®, 0 
| Adieu, 

* That this little Treatiſe may receive all the Weight 
which ſo conſiderable a Hand can give it, I ſhall here 
obſerve, that Eraſmus aſcribes the Want of Unity 
three Cauſes more eſpecially: 1. An obſtinate Adbz- 
rence to Matters of Right. 2. The Uſe of Terrors and 
Threatenings. 3. Human Artifice and ſiniſter Meaſures. 
Theſe indeed do not viſibly and avowedly co-operate to- 
gether in any Church but the Noman. Terrors, and 
Threatenings, and human Artifice in Proteſtant Churches 


are 
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Adieu, Reader : I added this becauſe the Printer 
complained, that otherwiſe there would be — 


are ſaid at leaſt to have no Place; and certain it is that, 
upon the original Plan of theſe Churches, ſuch Expedients 
are moſt expreſsly condemned: and conſequently Force 
and Fraud in Proteſtant Countries, can only be conſider- 
ed as the Implements of arbitrary and carnal Men, 
uſurping the Name of the Church, for their own private 
Ends. But if the Truth may be told, an obſtinate Ad- 
hærence to certain precarious Opinions, inſignificant Cuſ- 
toms, and temporal Emoluments, called the Rjghrs of 
the Church, is a Thing of which even Proteſtants are not at 
all aſhamed. Thus to attempt to bring the Revenues of the 
Church to a more equal and proportionate Diltribution, 
hath been called an. Infringement of the Right: of the 
Church. The Eftabliſhed Church hath alſo her Rights 
of decreeing Rites and Ceremonies, and requiring Sub- 
ſeriptions and explicit Aﬀent to human Explanations and 
Articles of Chriſtian Faith and Doctrine, &c. The Diſ- 
ſenting Churches too, who exclaim againſt, and repro- 
bate all this, have, as we learn from ſome modern Caſes, 
their Rights of excluding pious and righteous Men from 
their Communion, for nothing but Difference of Opinion 
in ſome very intricate Points. That Chriſtian Societies 
as ſuch have their Rights, and cannot ſubſiſt without 
them, is not to be denied ; but theſe, like the Apoſto- 
lical Powers, ſhould ever be exerciſed for Edification, 
anl not for Deſtruction; and the more that each Chri- 
ſtian Community endeavours ſo to exerciſe their Rights, 
the nearer they will come to each other, and by ſtill far- 
ther Endeavours may at Length become one Fold under 
one Shepherd. The Scripture Rules of Decency and Or- 
der, largeAllowances, and candid Forbearance, where there 
are no plain and ſpecific Directions in the New Teſtament ; 
a judicious Attention to the Nature and Limits of Chri- 
ſtian Liberty, and along with this, a due Submiſſion in 
Matters of outward Form, Expedience and Order to the 
reaſonable Ordinances of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, ſeem 
to an indifferent Eye greatly to tend towards theſe bene- 
ficial and deſirable Purpoſes of a general Union ; which, 

though 
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though none but Viſionaries and Enthufiaſts will hope 
to bring about all at once, yet ſurely every wife Man 
would defire to ſee begun, by correCting and meliorating 
Things the moſt notoriouſly liable to Objection, and 
what all capable Judges agree may either be altered for 


the better, or on Account. of their Indifference wholly 
retrenched. | | 2 
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